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first part of No. 4, dealing with Clause
8, and disagreed with the further amend-
ment No. 6 for the reasons indicated in
the schedule,

BILL, — GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
WORKS.
<ssembly’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that it had agreed te make
amendments Nos. 1 and 2 requested by
the Legislative Council, but that it de-
clined to make amendment No. 3.

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m,

Legislative HAssembly,
Tuesday, 9th February, 1915,
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT HANDLING
CHARGES.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER (without no-
tice) asked the Premier: 1, Is he aware
that the Aequisition Board have fixed the
price for handling charges of wheat ac-
quired from farmers at 4d. per bushel.
2, If so, how it is made up? 3, To whom
is it to be given?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, No. The
charge of 4d. is not limited to handling
bat is made to cover the cost of acquir-
ing, receiving, despatching, insurance,
and other incidental charges. 2, Answ-
ered by No. 1. 3, To those employed in
carrying out the duties enumerated in
answer No. 1.

QUESTION—WONGAN HILLS-MUL-
LEWA RAILWAY RESOLUTION.
As to debate.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (without no-
tice) asked the Premier: Will he give
the Flouse an opportunity on the follow-
ing day to discuss the motion received
from the Legislative Council with refer-
ence to the transfer to the Working Rail-
ways of thé Wongan Hills-Mullewa rail-
way. At the last meeting of the House
some donbt was expressed as to whether
the Government wonld give an oppor-
tunity to members to discuss this motion,
which was one of considerable interest.

The Minister for Works: Of what use
will be the discussion? The railway will
be teken over shortly,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The motion
might be allowed to come on first, that
is, if the Premier is agreeable.

The PREMIER: The arrangement of
the Notice Paper for to-morrow is out of
my hands. To-morrow will be private
members’ day and in that case I cannot
give an answer to the hon. member’s
question. The matter iz out of my con-
trol. Private members' business appears
on the Notice Paper in the order in which
it is received by the House.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not neces-
sarily. The Premier is quite mistaken.
He is evidently raising an obstacle. It is
not a question of preference. This can
be done by arrangement as it has been
done on many oceasions previously.
There are only two motions to be con-
sidered, and the Premier might agree to
take the Council’'s Message first. The
motion dealing with gold mining leases
ean follow.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
is quite wrong. Private members’ busi-
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ness is placed on the Notice Paper by the
Clerk without reference to anyone, in the
order in which it is received by the
House, and we never attempt to alter the
Orders on private members’ day.

Hon, Frank Wilson: You have done it
yourself on many oceasions.

The PREMIER: No, ounly in regard to
formal third readings. By arrangement
the House can alter the Notice Paper at
any time, A member can move for ihe
postponement of an order of the day
until others have been disposed of.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The reason
I agked the Premier to facilitate the con-
sideration of that message from the Leg-
islative Couneil is because of a reply the
member for Northam (Hon, J, Mitehell)
received from whoever was in charge of
the House at the last sitting, a Teply
which was tantamount to the fact that
the Government did not know or did not
care,

The Minister for Mines: All I said was
that T would make no promise.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am asking
the Preniier now to promise to facilitate
the eonsideration of this Message from
the Couneil.

The PREMIER: I repeat it is en-
tirely ont of my hands. J am not able
to do what the hon. member asks, and I
am nol prepared to undertake the re-
sponsibility of altering the Orders of the
Day on private members’ day. I have
ulready explained that it will appear on
the Notice Paper in its proper order. and
if hon. members desire that it shall be
diseussed first they ecan do so by arrange-
ment, that is, by postponing the other
Orders of the day.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will the Premier
make a promise that ke will give us an
opportunity to discuss the message be-
fore we finally adjourn?

The PREMIER: Oh yes. We will not
adjourn this week, do not worry.

PAPER PRESENTED,

By the Minister for Lands: Report of
the Department of Agriculture for the
year ended 30th June, 1914,
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QUESTION—LQAN FLOTATION,
NEW SOUTH WALES,

Mr, O’LOGHLEN (without notice)
asked (he Premier: 1, Has his attention
been drawn to the fact that New South
Wales have placed a loan on the London
market? 2, Is this not a breach of the
agreement arrived at at the Premiers’
conference?

The PREMIER replied: It is hardly
correct lo say that. The agreement ar-
rived at between the Commonwealth and
the States was that the States should not
borrow for purposes other than renewal,
and 1 understand from the cable message
which appears in the local Press that this
loan floated by New South Wales is for
renewal purposes, That being the case,
it is not a breach of the agreement ar-
rived at at the conference.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Does the same apply
to the money raised in Adelaide?

The PREMIER: I do not know any-
thing about that,

BILL — MIDLAND JUNCTION
TRADES HALL,
All Stages.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands
and read a first time.

Second Reading,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
\W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [4.42] in
moving the second reading said: Some
considerable time ago the Labour bodies at
Midland Junetion, and principally the
Midland railway employees, desired to
secure g piece of land on which to ereet
a building for meeting purposes, ete.
Their object was to avoid going to the
hotels. At that time there were no meet-
ing places at Midland Junetion, and a
number of the employees’ meetings were
perforce held in hotels, which was de-
cidedly objectionable. The matter was
brought under the notice of the Midland
Railway Company by myself a few vears
ago, and the local manager pointed out
that it was a matter they could not deal
with in West Anstralia; it would have to
be submitted o the company in Lon-
don. That was done, but it took some
time to carry out. The first request was
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submitted to them some six or seven
years ago. About six or eight months
ago we reeeived a notifieation from the
London Office agreeing to a site being
granted to the Labour people, provided
the Covernment indemnified the com-
pany against any aection that might be
taken., The guestion was then submitted
to the Crown Law authorities who point-
ed ount thai it was purely a maiter for
the company; if the company desired to
grant the land, it was within their pro-
vince to do so. After a closer investiga-
tion, however, it was found that a legal
diffienlty existed owing to a few words
in the Act which gave the original ¢on-
tractor the power to aeqrire land, In the
Guildford-Greenongh Flats Railway Act
of 1886, Section 6 empowered the con-
tractor to acquive land at Perth, Fre-
mantle and Geraldton, ete., for the pur-
poses of this railway, and provided that

compensation should be paid for the
“land so acquired, and thatthe land
should vest in the contractor in fee

simple, but the fellowing words also ap-
peared: —

And soch lands shall be used for

railway purposes and no other.

Aceording to the reading of those words,
if the land is used for any other purpose,
it would be competent for anyone to ob-
tain an injunction against the Labour
people to prevent the land being used
for this purpose.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is this within the
strip of railway land?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
the ecompany have a good acreage within
the town boundaries of Midland June-
tion and this is a portion of it. Anyone
would be able to obtain an injunction
against the Trades Hall people and pos-
sibly even against the company to pre-
vent the land heing used for the pur-
pose of a trades Hall. This would not
be of any benefit to anyone, because the
land could not revert to the origanal
owner as it is held in fee simple, but it
might have the effect of preventing the
land from being used for the purpose of
a trades hall. The Bill is designed to
overecome this technicality and te place
the parties concerned on the safe side.
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The Bill has the concurrenee of the com-
pany who wish to be assured that they
wili not be interfered with and that their
action in this conneetion will not lead to
any interference with the balance of their
land at Midland Junetion. 'Fhe proposi-
lion is a good one. We have already ex-
pressed our appreciation of the action of
the company in assisting us to enable em-
ployees and the Labour people to pro-
cure a place in order that they need not
in fufure hold their meefings in an ho-
tel. Owing to the delay they reeently
rented a bwlding from the Railway De-
partment but they have only a month to
month tenancy beeause the land on whieh
the building stands was purehased to pro-
vide for the extension of the railway
vards at Midland Junetion. At present
the Trades Hall people have no security
of tenure and do not know when they
wight be called wpon to find another
mecting place. This Bill will overcome
the diffieulty. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[4.48] : I have no objection to the Mid-
land Railway Company granting this
bloek of land for the purpose of a trades
hall. 1t is necessary that these inslitu-
Hons should be erected in order that the
particular brand of polities represented
by my friends on the Government side of
the House should be kepi fully before
the publie, and that other matters of in-
terest to their supporters might aiso re-
ceive attention.

The Attorney General: In order that
the hone and sinew of the community
might have shelter.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: There is
plenty of opporiunity on the Esplanade
to ventilate grievances. 1 hope that when
this land is transferred, as 1 presume it
will be, we shall not have a repetition of
the experience in connection with the
head office of the Trades Hall in Beau-
fort-street. 1 hope the Midland June-
tion Trades Hall people will not come to
the Govermment with a request to he al-
lowed to dip their bands into the Trea-
sury for funds with which to erect a
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building. I hope they already have the
money or will raise it.

The Minister for Lands:
the money in hand,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The trans-
fer of the block of land is merely & mat-
ter between the Midland Railway Com-
pany and the Trades Hall authorities
and we should not take any exception to
it. 1 presume the object of inserting in
our legislation the provision referred to
by the Minister, was to prevent the com-
pany from cnlting up any large portion
of their land and selling it for town sites
as they might otherwise have done. The
land was granted specifically for railway
purposes and therefore, it was wise that
the words referred to were inserted in the
Act by a previous Parliament,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

They have

In Committee, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted,

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

QUESTION—EDUCATION DEPART-
MENXT, PROMOTIONS AND
TRANSFERS.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Education: 1, In making promo-
tions and transfers how is each teacher’s
aggregate mark arrived at? 2, Sioce
when have promotions and transfers been
made on the present mark system? 3,
Are there any exceptions to this ruale; if
so, what are they? 4, Apart from the
exeeptions have all other promotions and
transfers been made in accordance with
this rule since the date of its inception?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, The regulations dealing with
the matter are as follows:—Reg. 28: Re-
lative claims for promotion to vacant
positions shall be determined by (a) effi-
cieney and (b) seniority. (a.) Efficiency
will be represented by a pereentage mark,
as prescribed in Regulation 21. Reg. 21:
The efficiency of teachers will be judged
on the basis of the reports of the inspec-
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tors. The inspectors will take into con-
sideration ability and effectiveness in
teaching, skill in the management of a
school ar a ‘class, interest in work, and
diligence and taet in the discharge of
duties. A mark denoting efficiency will
be allotted to each teacher on a percent-
age basis, the standard varying according
to the class and grade. A teacher whose
efficiency mark is less than 50 per cent.
for two consecutive years may have his
classification reduced. The attainments
of teachers will be judged on the basis
of examinations, as preseribed in Regu-
lations 15-19, Reg. 28—continued: (b.)
Seniority will be represented by a num-
ber made up as follows:—One mark for
every iwo years of service as teacher up
to 20 years, and 1 mark for every year
of service beyond 20 years, Every year
of serviee in districts where extra living
allowanees are provided shall count as
one year and a half. Years of service as -
pupil teacher or monitor shall count at
one-half of the above rate, and years
spent as student in the Training College
at one-quarter of the above rate. Each
year of service with the highest grade of
classifieation that is under consideration
in any ease shall eount as a year and a
half. The maximum seniority mark sball
be 20. Reg. 29: Priority of claims to a
vaeant position from positions earrying
a lower salary shall be determined among
teachers whose classification qualifies
them for such position by the aggregate
of the efficiency and seniority marks. The
average efficiency mark of the last four
years shall be taken. No teacher shall
have any claim to be placed on the list
for promotion to the headmastership of
a large school until he has been in the
service of the Department for six years.
2, The system was introduced towards the
end of 1912. 3, Reg. 30 provides that if
any vaecant position is considered by the
Director to require special qualifications,
he may recommend to the Minister that
the rules of priority be set aside, and that
a teacher be appointed irrespective ot
such rules. This would apply, for in-
stance, to posts in secondary schools and
central sehools, and to posts for teachers
of special subjeets. 4, Yes, so far as is
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possible. Efficiency marks have not as
vet been given on the regular basis for
four years, and have had to be assigned
&s nearly as possible from reports and
records for previous years.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.
Extension of Time.

Mr, ROBINSON (Canning) [4.58]: I
wish to explain that the Committee have
et on several occasions and that progress
has been made in the direction of settle-
went, but as yet not sufficient progress
has been made to enable me to submit a
definite repori to the House, I move—

That the time for bringing up the

Joint Select Commiltee’s report be ex-

tended to Tuesday 16th February,

Question passed. :

BILL—LICENSING ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT.

- Second Reading.,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker—Kanowna) [5.0] in moving
the second reading said: This small Bill
is scorcely one altogether on the lines I
promised the leader of the Opposition, but
the matters omitied from this measure are
provided for in part by a measure intro-
duced in another place. The first sub-
stantial amendment proposed by the Bill
is to enabie a licensing bench at its dis-
eretion under the proposed amendment of
Section 45 of the Act, to substitute a pub-
lican’s general license for a wine and
beer license. Hon, members will be aware
that perbaps the most objectionable form
of license granted is the wine and beer
license, and whilst we are aware that the
matter of licenses is subjeet to a local op-
tion poll—that is to say, we cannot grant
a new license in any district where a vote
has been against increase—yet it has been
thought that the substitution of a better
form of license for an inferior form
would not be increasing the number of
licenses in the district. If we continue
the wine and beer licenses we continue the
worst form of license, Wine and beer
licenses are not under the same police
supervision, not governed by same rules
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regarding accommodation for the pub-
lic as are publicans' general licenses,
and the whole surroundings are not as
good as in the case of the publican’s
general license, It has been thought by
some magistrates that it was at any rate
the spirit of the legislation that it should
be possible te substitute a publican’s
general license in lien of a wine and beer
license.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Will all the other
provisions of the Act still stand?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes;
that is the reason why it is put in this
form. This amendment amends Seection
45 in a very simple manner; it adds a new
proviso to the section, Therefore it des-
troys none of the section itself, and the
only alteration is to put a proviso at the
commencement of the subsection so that
it ghall read “provided always that.” An
amendment was made in this chamber,
when the Licensing Act, 1911, was under
consideration. Those words were not by
that amendment exeluded, They are neces-
sary for the correet reading of the section.
In taking the correction down to the
printer those words were inadvertently
¢rossed out; they were really not part of
the "original amendment, We restore
them here, and by doing so remove a lot
of difficulty in the interpretation of the
section. There is substantially no altera-
tion in the previous law in what T am
now asking tbe chamber to grant—that
the bench, at its discretion, may substitute
a publican’s general license in place of a
wine and beer license,

Mr. Nairn: Are there many of these
wine and beer licenses?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not
many; but it is desirable that the best
form of license should be issued in lien
of them, Not only that, but the State will
get more revenue,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: The substitution
would be at the diseretion of the licensing
bench?

The ATTORXEY GENERAL: Yes.
And every other provision of the Licens-
ing Act still applies. We go further than
that. We amend Section 67 by permit-
ting to be lawfally done what is done now,
Subject to the payment of a fine, we per-
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mit the holder of a publican’s general
license who is behind in the payment of
his licensing fee beyond the period au-
thorised, fourteen days, to pay up, so that
he shall not lese his license. That is at
the diseretion of the Minister controlling
the Licensing Act. We do take the money
now after the fourteen days have expired,
the irregularity being amended by the
Governor in Exeeutive Council. We want
now to do this on a lawful basis, and to
enable the Treasurer to impose a fine on
those who do noi pay their license fees
within the fourteen days allowed. A fur-
ther amendment affects State hotels, and
1 sineerely trust there will not he another
discussion such as we had the other night.
What we propose is that all State hotels
now in existence shall be deemed to bave
been duly and properly licensed uniil
December nexi. Hon. members will know
that previously the State has bhad to make
application for licenses and renewals. The
amendment now brings the law into line
with what T asked for the other night,
and at the same time validates what has
been done in the past in that respect.

My, Robinson: Validates the one you
missed the other night$

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
one at Bruce Rock.
Hon. J. Mitehell: None of the

State hotels are licensed now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One is
licensed by special Aci of Parliament.
That there have been omissions in the
past I frankly admit, T do net eon-
fess to it altogether as a fanlt. The
fact is that the Government have taken
the position that they are not bound
by the law to make application
that the Government are the giver
of licenses and therefore cannot admit
that any body should be allowed {o give
them licenses, Sinece the House did not
take that view of the question, it is now
proposed that, so far as the past is con-
cerned, State hotels shall be deemed to
bave complied with the law, bui that
henceforth we shall have to apply for re-
newals and for licenses for our managers
to the licensing bench. I do not want a
repetition of the discussion we had the
other evening. There is another amend-
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went here, dealing with refreshment
rooms, thal those rooms on our railways
shall be subject to the same inspection,
by liguor inspectors, as are other licensed
premises, Those comprise praetically all
the retorms proposed in this weasure.
We are altering subsection 3 of Seection
4+ of the principal Aet, which reads as
follows :—

Nuthing in this Aet contained shall
atfect the provisions of Seetion 59 of
the Government Railways Aect, 1904.

We are repealing that, and compelling
the vendors of liguors in refreshment
rooms {o submit (o the same inspection
ns other Jicensees.

Mr. Smith: What about the premises?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1
agree with the hon. member, there is
room for improvement in some of them;
but that is pot what is proposed to be
lone here, “One thing at a time and that
done well.”” 1 beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I move—

That the debate be adjourned till the
nexrt sitling.

Motion put and negatived.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: 1 think the At-
torney (General might have agreed fo the
adjournment as asked for by the leader
of the Opposition, who has been called
away from the chamber.

Hon. J. Mitchell: While the Govern-
ment mayv be anxious to have the session
¢losed down, I appeal to the Attorney
General 1o allow this debaie to be ad-
journed.

The Attorney General: Tell me what
there is about the Bill whieh requires
lengthy consideration.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Clause one is a very
important matier indeed. I am willing to
proceed, if the Attorney General insists.

The Altorney General: I think it is
good poliey to get through the work.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would remind hon.
members that the question has been de-
cided by the House; the motion for the
adjournment was defeated.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [5.14]:
If 2 measure of this description says
just what the Attorney General tells
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us, it is probably a measure which
should be supported by every member of
the House; but I think it is right that we
should examine the provisions of this
Bill to see whether its standards comply
with the conditions the Attorney General
has given us. I had only reached the con-
sideration of paragraph three when the
Attorney General finished his speech.
This Bill was placed in our bands only a
few moments ago; and I venture to say
that if it is passed now by the Govern-
ment majority, it will be passed without
debate, without due consideration, and
without our being able to apply our
minds to ils provisions. On the other
hand, if we are aliowed time to consider
the measure, it is probable that we might
very well pass the Bill through. For in-
stance, will the Attorney General answer
me this question? What is the Section
119 of the prineipal Aet referred to in
Clavse 3 of this Bill?

The Atforney General: That section
enables the Governor-in-Couneil to amend
the irregularities.

Mr. ROBINSON: s that Seetion 119
of the prineipal Aet of 191172

Mr. Green: This is second reading, is
it not?

Mr. ROBINSON: Certainly; bul the
Attorney General referred to that see-
tion, and perhaps he will answer me the
guestion.

The Attorney General:  That deals
with aborigines, and provides that they
are not to loiter about in any town.

Mr. ROBINSON: 1hat has it to do
with that section? T am only just men-
tioning this to show that here is a clanse
as to which the Attorney General him-
self has not a reply to make to me.

My, Thomson: And vet he expects us
to undersiand the Bill,

Mr. ROBINSON: How can I under-
stand the Bill, who never saw it until five
minufes ago?

The Attorney General:
ing to misunderstand.

Mr. ROBINSON: Then, why does not
the Attorney General answer me?

The Attorney General: T did answer.
Why be so impertinent?

There 15 noth-
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Mr. ROBINSON: I am the last per-
son in this Houge who should be accused
of impertinence. The Attorney General
has thrown some heat into his reply to
me. T endeavour to be courteous to
evervone here, from the Speaker down-
wards. [ ask the Attorney General to
calm himself a little. T put to him a
nuestion, and he could not answer it in
a moment; so how ean he expeet me or
any other member of the House to
answer such a question in 2 moment? 1
venture to say the Bill is probably all
right; but the House wants a little time
for consideration. If the Government
propose to carry the measure through im-
mediately, then I propose to close my
Bill file and to have no more to say on
this subjeet. Are we here as a delibera-
tive House, or are we here as a sausage
machine?

The Aitorney General: So far as you
arc concerned, there seems to be a good
deal of the sausage machine.

Mr. ROBINSON: In that case, 1 de-
cline to have the Government turn the
handle.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[5.19]: I think the Attorney General
might well have consented to the ad-
journment of the debate. No delay to
the measure would have beer involved in
the adoption of that eourse, and it is im-
possible to eonsider a Bill of this import-
anee at a moment’s notice. The truth of
that proposition was clearly estahlished
a2 few minutes ago by the fact of the
Attorney Gengral’s finding himself nr-
able to answer the question put to him
by the member for Canning (Mr. Robin-
son}, This Bill, although a small one,
amends a verv lepgthy aod highly bm-
portant Aet, one of far reaching effecis;
and naturally I wish

Mr. Green: Are you speaking to the
adjournment or on the second reading?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am not
speaking to the adjournment. That mo-
tion is disposed of.

The Attorney General: May I make a
personal explanation? The apparent
confusion is due to a misprint in the Bill.
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Mr. Robinson: If I discovered that in
five minutes, it shows that we should not
have gone on.

The Attorney General: I have dis-
covered it now. “Section 319" in Clause
3 should read “Seetion 199.”

Mr. Robinson: Now I hope the Attor-
ney General will withdraw the heated re-
mark he made with reference to myself.

The Attorney General: I will not,
unless the hon. member will withdraw his
boiling remarks,

Mr. Robinson: I made no boiling re-
marks.

The Attorney (Jeneral:
time by adjourning?

Hon, Frank Wilson: We have heaps
of work to do, apart from this Bill.

Hen, J. D. CONNOILLY: The personal
explanation made by the Attorney Gen-
eral fully bears out my contention that
I had good and sufficient reason for mov-
ing the adjournment of the debate on
this small but very important Bill. Tn
amending a measure such as the Licens-
g Aect, the powers of which are so far
reaching, one does not know at the first
glance what the eflect of any proposed
amendment may be. That has been amp-
ly proved by the remarks of the member
for Canning (Mr. Robinson). We have
not had time even to discover what now
discloses itself as a printer’s error in the
Bill. The member for Canning was per-
fectly right in asking whether we are here
as a deliberative Assembly, or simply
to pass, without consideration, each mea-
sure as the Government send it along.
The attitude of the Attorney General on
this Bill is certainly not conducive to-
wards a future disposition on the part
of the House to suspend the Standing
Orders in as ready a manner for the
convenience of Ministers as hon. mem-
bers have done in the past. The mea-
sore provides for, amongst other things,
the conversion of any wine and beer li-
cense info a general publiean’s license.
That is a very far reaching power. A
wine and beer license may be transferred
from one portion of a district to a tot-
ally different portion in a totally differ-
ent form—namely, in the form of a gen-
eral publiean’s license. That power is

Why waste
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given to the licensing bench, which
therefore may move hotels over distances
of hundreds of miles. Some licensing
districts extend over many hundreds
of square mies. We have not had
time to consider such a point as this.
Apparently, that is the effect; but
we have not had time to discover
what is the real effect of the pro-
vision.  Apart from this aspect, I
do not at present see any objection to
the Bill, providing that all the powers of
the principal Aet are conserved with the
exception I have mentioned, namely, that
notwithstanding the local option pro-
visions, there is power to convert a wine
and beer license into a general publican’s
license. If the full powers of the prin-
cipal Act are nol conserved, then I see
grave ohjection to this Bill.

The Attorney General: Those powers
are fully conserved.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The danger
T see is that under this measure a pub-
lican’s license in a town like Nannine
or Lennonville — towns almost non-
existent—may be transferred to eentres
like Meekatharra or Black Range in the
same licensing distriet. I snbmit to bon.
members thaf certainly the effeet of this
Bill would be to permit the transfer of
a leense from a defunct mining ecentre
to another whose residents may not want
a general publican’s license granted in
their midst.

Mr. Nairn: The transfer would have
to be approved by the Jicensing bench.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: I know
that; and the effect of this Bill will be
to leave the matter to the sweet will of
the licensing bench, although the resi-
dents of the town or eentre to which the
license is to be transferred may ewm-
phatically object to the transfer, To the
principle stated by the Attorney General
there could be no objection at all—
namely, that of giving to the bench
power to convert an inferior license into
the better license. Again, as regards the
last elause of the Bill T agree with the
member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)
that there is a great deal to be said; and
I am indeed sorry that the Attorney
General has not allowed more time for
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the consideration of the Bill, because I
should have liked to offer some sugges-
tions in the same direction gs indicated
by the member for North Perth. Re-
freshment rooms at railway stations
oughi te be brought under the Licensing
Act, and shonld be required to provide
comfortable aecommodation, which is not
supplied by them at present. 1 wish to
say, however, that I think the pro-
prietors of raiiway refreshment rooms
probably serve the public as well as they
can in existing circamstances, The Rail-
way Department does not afford those
proprietors the opportunity of treating
the public properly., The rents charged
by the department are frequently ex-
orbitant. As things are, the public are
squeezed in anyhow when endeavouring
to obtain refreshment on railway stations.
I regret that the Bill does not empower
licensing benches io insist on the pro-
vision of decent aceommodation at rail-
way stations,

Mr. Hudson: The licensing benches do
not grant the licenses for railway re-
freshment rooms,

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: I am aware
of that; but by this Bill the Attorney
General proposes to vest in licensing
benches certain powers which they have
not had hitherto. The Bill does not go
far enough in that direetion. It should
give the power suggested by the member
for North Perth (Mr. Smith) with re-
gard io accommodation, and not only as
regards liguors, I am speaking at five
minates’ notice. Having only just seen
the Bill, I am not prepared to enter fully
into the details of the measure.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: If the Railway
Department refused to enlarge railway
refreshment premises, would yon have
the licensing bench abolish the lieense?

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[5.27]: I wish to appeal to the Attorney
(eneral to grant the Flouse an adjourn-
ment on this measure, For my part, I
confess I cannot grasp the full purport
of the Bill,

Mr. Green: Pass the second reading.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: No. We
want to diseuss the measure,
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Mr. Green: It is a Committee Bill.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Noj; it goes
muck further. I therefore ask the At-
torney General to grant an adjournment.
There is any amount of other work on
the Notice Paper, and we can get on
with that other work mueh.more rapidly
than with this Bill

'The Attorney General: I will consent
to an adjournment.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion passed.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Message,

A Message having been received from
the Couneil agreeing to certain amend-
menls made by the Assembly, but dis-
agreeing with certain other amendments
and giving reasons, the Message was now
considered.

In Committee.
Mr, Holman in the Chair; Hon, R. H.

Underwood (Honorary Minister) in
charge of the Bill

No. 1—Clause 4: Sirike out this
clause:

Hon. R. H. UTNDERWOOD: Aunother
place disagrees with our striking out of
Clause 4, whieh provided that, except in
certain ecireumstances, it shall not be
necessary for medical practitioners to at-
tend personally before the court, that
their written certificates shall be deemed
sufficient evidence, 1 move—

That the - Assembly’'s amendment be
not insisted upon.

The clause will have an importani bear-
ing on any cases similar to that of the
man Hein, who was released through an
informality in the eommitial warrant, As
I have said, it provides that in ihe or-
dinary course the court shall accepi as
evidence the certificates of two medical
men without requiring their personal at-
tendance before the court. It must be
remembered that the medical men would
be held responsible for giving a wrong
certificate just as they would be for giv-
ing wrong evidence beforé the court, To
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require the medical man giving a certifi-
cate to appear in court would be to im-
pose a burden- of something like £3,000
per annum on the State; that is, judging
on Jast vear’s figures.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: How many ad-
missions were there last year%

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Some
258, The doctor’s certificate to-day costs
a guinea, but if the doctor is compelled
to attend at court he will require a fee
of from three to five guineas, which, in
the eircumstances, is only reasonable,
That will be one direct wresult of
the striking out of the eclause, A
medieal certificate of this sert is equally
as good as medical testimony given
on cath. Therefore it is unnecessary
to put this expense upon the Government,
Members have stated that many sane peo-
ple are detained in our Government insti-
tutions and hospitals for the insane.
What is the logieat conclusion of such an
assertion? T am sure that many persons
have been released where, I am sure, the
eure has not been absolute and this
proves to me that our medical officer is
not inclined fo keep people in that insti-
tution who should be out of it.

Mr. Smith: I think the Honorary Min-
ister is wrong,

Hon. R, H. UTNDERWOOD: If the
supposition is put forward that people are
being kept in that institution who should
be out of it, it amounts to this: that Dr.
Montgomery and, to a lesser extent, Dr.
Anderson are in collusion with some per-
sons outside the asylum and are receiv-
ing monetary reward for detaining people
in that hospital.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: You are going
bevond the amendment.

Hon. R. H. UTNDERWOOD: 1 am not
going beyond the disenssion which has
taken place in Commitiee. Tt has been said
that the striking out of the clause will be a
precaution against putting people into
the asylum., There is no gain whatever
to the Government, and T think there is
noe gain to Dr. Monigomery or Dr. An-
derson to keep people in that institation
who are fit to be at large. The Govern-
ment have no desire, and T think no Gov-
ernment have ever had any desire, to keep
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people in that institution who should be
at large. The clause is, therefore, per-
fectly safe for the community, and for
those who have been charged with being
insane. I think that the Commitiee will
come to the conelusion that we should not
go fo this unnecessary expense. I bope
the Committee will not insist on the
amendment which means the striking out
of Clause 4.

Mr. ROBINSON: I think it was my
suggesiion that this clanse should be
struck out when we were considering it on
a former oceasion. Since I moved in that
direction T have had the opportunity of
discussing the matter with some of the
medical men who do honorary service at
the Perth Public hospital. T have ascer-
tained from these gentlemen that there is
attached to the Perth Public Hospital an
observation ward. If any man is brought
in there and there is any doubt cast upon
his mental ecapacity, he is placed in this
observation ward and is under observa-
tion there by the honorary medical staft
for 14 days. If they are safisfied, then,
that he is insane, or not sufficiently sane
to be at large, they sign the necessary
certificate and take proceedings to have
him sent down to the Hospilal for the
Insane, It appears that probably a very
large percentage of the men and women,
who are sent to the Hospital for the In-
sane, drift thither through that particular
channel—T think somewhere about 75 per
cent, | am, therefore, disposed to agree
with the argument used by the Honorary
Minister within the limits I have des-
eribed. I think if a man bas been under
ohservation for 14 days by one of the
honorary medical staff of the Perth Pub-
lie Hospital, he is in a very different
position to the man who has been exam-
ined onee by a doetor from town ¥A” in
the north, and once by a doctor from
town “B" in the south. I think in these
cases they should come before a justice
of the peace and be examined, There is,
of eourse, a great difference between cases
of this sort and the eases dealt with in
the Perth Public Hospital, I should be
glad if the Homorary Minister would
agree to an amendment to this effeet, that
in eases of men or women who have been
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in the observation ward of the Perth Pub-
lic Hospital, or any other hospital baving
similar accommodation, for a period of
14 days, the certificate of two medical
oflicers from that hespital should be suffi-
cient, and that in that case the provisions
of Clause 4 should be followed out. In
all other cases, however, I am still of
opinion that the greatest possible difficulty
should be placed in the way of a man
entering the Hospital for the Insane,
and that every possible means should bhe
provided for him to get out. I under-
stand there is a similar ward in Kalgoor-
lie that existing at the Perth Public
Hospital, and that institution could, there-
fore, be added if it is conducted on the
same lines as the Perth Public Hospital.
If my amendment as suggested is recepted
I shall be glad to draft it.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: I hope the
Committee will not agree to the motion
of the Honorary Minister and will insist
on the amendment to strike out Clause 4.
So far as the remarks of the Honorary
Minister in connection with the Inspector
and the Assistant Inspector General of
the Insane sre concerned, in my opinion
these officers are very excellent officers.
From the Inspector General down to the
lowest atfendant in the institution they
are all worthy of their places, There is
no doubt that if patients once get into
their hands they will be treated rightly.
It is an excellent institation and the in-
mates will always be discharged if they
are not qualified to remain there, I do
not think we ean be too careful,
however, before we allow the admis-
sion of anybody into that hospital.
I agree that there is an erroneous
impression in the minds of people
in regard to the Hospital for the Insane,
as we know it to-day. People have the
idea once they are admitted into that in-
stitution—and this idea has a very harm-
ful affect upon them—that they are in a
tunatic asylum suebh as used to exist in
the old days. I do not think we can be
too careful to guard against the easy ad-
nission of patients into this hospital. As
already stated, there is a reception ward
in the Perth Public Hospital and also 1
think in the Kalgoorlie Hospital. There
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is no question about doctors’ certificates
that are issued there. If the Minister
could accept the amendment, that this
shall not apply to a patient coming from
the reception house of this institution
it would largely meet with his wishes on
the score of expenses. The minority of
cases sent 1o the Hosptal for the Insane
come from outlying districts, and the
greatest care should be taken as to the
certificates granted by medical men who
may have very little praetical kuowledge
of such cases. I would point out that
the honorary medical staff in the Perth
Fublic Hospital get exaetly the same fes
as others doetors, that is, one guinea, for
cerlificates of this sort, So far as the
question of ecost iz concerned, I ecan
searcely follow the Honorary Minister,
because, as I say, these honorary medical
officers get 1he same fee as other medical
officers. One goinea is a special price
and it is a special price because there is
a certain amount of risk attached to issu-
ing these certificates, I daresay if a
guinea exftra were paid for attending
court it would not take a medical man ten
minutes to go through the business.
Hon. R. H. Underwood: Tt
take six hours.

Ton, J, D. CONNOLLY: That would
be quite the exeeption. In ordinary eases
they would get through the whole thing in
ten minutes and be able to pocket the ex-
tra guinea. If we can save people going
into the institutions, we shall be saving
the cost of their upkeep to the State.

Mr. ROBINSON: I have written out
the amendment I desire to move, but I
am nob quite sure that T am in order in
moving an amendment.

The CHATIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot move an amendment. The Com-
mittee must either insist or not insist on
the amendment.

Mr. ROBINSON: Even if the Com-
mittee are in favour of my amendment
there is ho power?

The Minister for Mines:
yvou, but we have no power.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
shall appear to the Committee to he
backing down, but I have given the mat-
ter some investigation since the House

night

We are with
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last met, and whilst I yield t0 no man in
the Chamber as to the necessity for safe-
guarding the liberties of the people and
preventing them from heing wrongfully
placed in an institution, yet I think the
reversion to the old clause is in itself
some protection, Under the Prineipal Act
a penalty is attached for any signature
appended to a wilfully erroneous certi-
ficate whereby the liberty of a person is
endangered. The Bill provides that there
shall be two doctors’ certificates, These
certificates are equivalent fo the sworn
testimony of two independent medieal
practitioners, If those certificates are
proved to be given for any motive than
expressing a medical fact then the prae-
titioner signing the document is amen-
able to the law.

Hon. J. B. Connolly:
ness.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1
thought it wonld be some advantage to
the Committee if I took the practice
which prevailed in England, and this is
what Wood Renton says—

The examination must be a real one,

i.e., an examination made personally

and bona fide by the justice for the

purpose of satisfying himself as to the
sanity or insanity of the person exam-
ined. The time, and place, and man-
ner, and charaeter, and duration of
the examination are one and all left
to his diseretion, and he will not be
considered as having acted without
jurisdiction by reason only of his
having made a less full and complete
examination than the Court may think
he onght to have made.

An here is the point that T especially

wish to draw attention to.

Nor is it neeessary that the medical

practitioner above referred to should

he actvally present when the justice
sees and personally examines the al-
leged lunatie, or that the latter should
be made aware of the object of the ex-
amination. ‘‘The language’’ of (the

seceion) said Lindley, L. J., in Reg. v.

Whitfield, does not peint to anything

like such an investigntion as takes

place under a wrif de lunatico inquir-
endo. The object of the statute is not

It is eareless-
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to enable justices to adjudicate a per-
son to be non compos mentis, but to
enable them o place under proper care
and control persons who they are sat-
isfied are lunaties, an] require to be so
placed.
Not only is it necessary for two medical
men independently to examine the pati-
ent as to his mental condition, but there
is the justices’ examination subsequent.
ly, and when the patient is taken to
Claremont there are the medical officers
who are suppused to have the patient
nnder observation to ascertain if the per-
son is sane or not; and if the person
iz sane they immediately release him.
There are other safeguards. If the jus-
tices are not satisfied with the certificate
and there are questions they would like
to ask the doctor, or if they want fur-
ther light thrown on the certificate, then
the justices ean send for the doctor who
is bound to attend, and if the patient’s
representatives desire to have the doctor
present for examinafion or eross-exam-
ination, a request that that shall be
done will bring it about. The safety
rests with the faet of the doetor being
compelled under penalty to give a truth-
ful certificate, and if a doctor will not
give a truthful certificate, then he will
not give truthful evidence. I would like
to aceept someihing like the suggestion
of the members for Cauning and Perth,
but that wounld not altogether meet the
ease. There can be the placing of the
patient under cobservation in the Perth
hospital and tlat is done in many cases
now, and then there is the obesrvation in
1he Hospital for Insane, While I desire
to place obstacles in the way of peo--
ple being wrongfully placed in the Hos-
pital for Insane, I do not want to place
nnnecessary obsiacles in the way,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: If a me-
dical man will give a false certificate he
will give false evidence. By bringing
him into eourt we are nol saving a pa-
tient from going to the Hospital for In-
sane, Nothing is being accomplished. I
¢an imagine one absolute eriminal medi-
cal practitioner being obtained, but not
fwo, It is scarcely likely that two
scoundrels could be found to sign a cer-
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tificate for a man to be placed in a Hos-
pital for Insane, and they would be such
poor scoundrels if they could not back
up their criminality under the ecross-ex-
amination of a lawyer. If a person who
is charged with being insane has suffi-
cient sense- to call for a doctor, the Act
provides that it shall be done, but we
want to provide for the case where a
person is obviously insane, so that we are
saved the expense of calling in doctors
to give evidence.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment not insisted on.

No. 4—Clauses 8 and 10: Strike out
these claunses:

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOQOD: Having
thoroughly econsidered the question,
and having obiained the opinion of
others, it seems to me conclusive
that Clause, 8 is not required, The
clanse is entirely covered by Clause
6, which is still retained in the
Bill. Clause 6 effeets all that we re-
quire to validate past actions and pro-
teet the State in the future. I move—

That the amendment be ingisted on.

Question passed, the Couneil’s amend-
ment insisted on.

No. 4—Clause 10:
clause:

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: This
clanse is necessary for validating actions
which have taken place in various courts,
and I am of opinion after further con-
sideration that it should be retained in
the Bill. Therefore I move—

That the amendment be not insisted
on.

Question passed, the Counecil’'s amend-
ment not insisted on.

No. 6.—Insert a new clause to stand
ag Clause 7—*‘Section 94 of the prinei-
pal Act is hereby amended by the sub-
stitution of the word ‘‘three’” for the
word ‘‘two’’ in the third line, and by
inserting after the word *‘visitors’’ the
words ‘‘one of whom shall be a fe-
male;”’

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I might
reasonably complain about the draft-
manship of the schedule of these amend-
ments, and partieularly this one,

Sitrike out this
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which is not elear. Hon. members
are not given a fair chance of
following what is required by the Coun-
cil. It is my opinion that it is up fo
the eclerks to draft these amendments a
little more elearly for the benefit of mem-
bers. After considerable exploration I
find that this elause refers to the
amendment inserted at the instance of
the member for North Perth, which pro-
vided that three inspectors should be ap-
pointed, one of them to be a woman. The
amendment of the Legislative Council is
that that woman shail be a medical prae-
titioner, We find, however, that in this
State there are only three women medical
practitioners, namely Mrs. Jull, who is
not likely fo take the position, Murs,
Montgomery, who is a sister-in-law of the
Inspector General of the Insane, and Dr.
Gerirude Mead. I have no objection to
Dr. Mead but we shonld not pass an Aet
of Parliament for one person, There
may be others competent to become in-
spectors besides Dr, Mead, and if we are
to have a woman imspector there should
be some choice in regard (o the appoint-
ment, Lunaey is a speeial sindy, and
possibly 90 per cent. of medical students
are not versed in it. In making an ap-
pointment of this deseription, the Gov-
ernor in Council should have some
chotce. 1 therefore move—

That the amendment be not agreed
to,

Question passed, the Couneil’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

A committee, consisting of the Atbtor-
negy General (Hon, T. Walker), the Hon-
orary Minister (Hon. R. H. Underwood}
and Mr. Smitk drew up reasons for not
agreeing (o two of the Council’s amend-
ments, Reasons adopted, and a Message
accordingly returned to the Couneil,

BILL—GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
WORKS.
Council’'s Amendments,
Schedule of three amendments re-
quested by the Couneil now considered.
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In Commitiee.

Mr, MeDowall in the Chair; the Pre-
mier in eharge of the Bill

No. 1.—Clause 5: After the word
“‘proclamation,”” in line three, insert the
words “but subject to ihe consent of ihe
local authority having conirel in any
such area’:

The PREMIER: The clause provides
for power to establish and maintain
electric works and the Council desire
that ithe local anthority in any distriet
not affected by the agreement ratified
last year shall be consulted. I disagree
with the propoesal, but I see no particular
reason for squabbling over it. I there-
move—

That the amendment be made.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment made,

Yo, 2.—Clanse 7: Add the following
subelanse to siand as No, 2: “Before the
Commissioner proceeds to exercise any
of the other powers conferred by para-
graphs (i.) to (vi.) of the last preceding
section, a like notice shail be given by
the Commissioner to the local anthority
or the owner or occupier of the land or
premises in respect of which such power
is to be exercised.”

The PREMIER: This will merely give
effect to the promise I made when the
Bill was before this Chamber., 1 move-—

That the amendment be made,

’ Question passed; the Council’s amend-
inent made,

No. 3.—Clause 13: Add the following
words :—*All  hy-laws so made—(a)
should be publizhed in the Gazette; (b)
from the date of such publieation, or from
a later date fixed by the ¢rder making the
same, shall be of the same effect as if
they were contained in this Act; (e)
shall be laid before both Houses of Par-
lisment within fourteen days after snch
publieation, if Parliament is in session,
and if not, then within fourteen days
after the commencement of the next ses-
sion. Notwilhstanding any publication
thereof, no by-law shall eontinue to have
any foree or effect if the same is disap-
proved, either wholly or in pari, by reso-
lution of either Honse of Parliament
within thirty days after such by-law has
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been laid before Parliament, if Parlia-
ment is so long in session ; Provided
that if Parliament is not in session for
thirty days after such by-law has been
laid before Parliament, then such by-law
shall not coniinue to have any foree or
effect if disapproved by either House of
Parliament within thirty days after the
commencement of the next session of
Parliament' :

The PREMIER: This amendment is
in accordance with the attitude of the
Council regarding the disallowanee of
by-laws under other measures. We de-
sire to keep the powers of the Commis-
sioner under this measure in conformity
with his powers under the Railways Aect,
and as that law provides that by-laws
shall be disallowed only on a resclution
by both Houses, I move—

That the amendment be not made.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: We have
diseussed this question on more than one
oecasion, and I think the Premier would
be wise to accept the amendment. No
good purpose will be served by reiterat-
ing the arguments previously advanced.
When by-laws are framed they should
become law only if both Houses agree to
them. In other words, if either IHouse
passes a resolulion disallowing them they
shourld not receive the force of law.

The PREMIER: We desire that the
powers of the Commissioner who is con-
troiling the tramways, the eleclric works
and the railway system shall be uniform
on all matlers regarding the disallowanece
of by-laws, The Interprefation Aet
stipulates the procedure to be adopied
under the Railways Act, namely, that a
resolution of both Houses shall be neces-
sary to disallow regulations. If the
amendment is made we will not have
uniformity.

[Mr. Holman took the Chair.]
Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes

Noes

Majority for

l Il—‘l\')
D ha I
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AYRS.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullaby
Mr. Bolton Mr. Munsle
Mr. Corpenter Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Chesson Mr, Scaddaa
Mr. Colller Mr. B. J, Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr, Taylor
Mr. Green Mr. Thomas
Mr. Hudsobn Mr. Underwood
Mr. Jobnson Mr. Walker
Mr, Johnsten Mr. A, A. Wiison
Mr. McLowall Mr, Heltmann
(Teller).
Nogs.
Mr. Alien Mr. Smith
Mr. Connolly Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Veryard
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Wilmeott
Mr. Mitchsll Mr. F. Wilson
Mr, Nairn Mr. Mals
Mr. Robinson {Teller)

Question thus passefl; the Council’s
amendment not made.

Resolutions reported, the report ad-
opted, and a message accordingly re-

turned to the Legislative Counneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1914-15,
In Committee of Supply.
Debate resumed from the 4th Febru-
ary on the Treasurer’s financial state-
meni{ and the Annval Estimates; Mr.
Holman in the Chair.

Vote—His Ezxcellency
£1,750-

Mr. VERYARD (Leederville) [8.4]:
By their remarks on the Estimates mem-
bers have shown that they are in sym-
pathy with the Government in their pres-
ent financial difficulties, At the same
time I do not think that the sympathy
felt by members for the Government is
so degp as it wonld have been had the
Government shown an inclination to try
and live within their income during their
term of offiee.

{Hon. Frank Wilson: You have hit the
nail on the head,

Mr. VERYARD: The member for
Bunbury stated that the verdict at the
last election was elearlv a direction fo
the Government to adjust the financial
position, but ¥ do not think anyone will
coniend that the Govermment has made

the Governor
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an effort to adjust the financial position,
seeing that the deficit has inereased dur-
ing the past seven months by something
like half a million. As a new member
I may be pardoned for referring to past
financial statements. According to the
financial statement made in the last
year of the term of the Liberal Govern-
ment in 1911 the revenue for the three
vears had been £33850412, while the
surplus was £155992. During the last
vear of the Labour Government the rev-
enue amonnted to £5,205,344, and the
defieit for the year was £135,406, In
comparison with the results obhained by
the Liberal Government in their last
year the Labour Government, instead of
having & deficit, should have had a sur-
pius of £160,000 odd in place of a
deficit of £135,000. That, to my mind,
shows clearly the difference between
inexperienced and experienced busi-
ness men handling the State’s finan-
cial affairs, Apart from the financial
position, when the Liberal Government.
was in office business was good, and the
worker had plenty of work; yet within
six months after the advent of the
Labonr Government we had the spectacle
of processions of unemployed in our
streets, and unforiunately the unem-
ployed have been with us ever since.
The financial statement show that in
their first year the Labour Government
showed a considerable deficit; the follow-
tng year it was inereased by 100 per
cent., and in their third year it had been
again increased by something lke 100
per cent. The deficit during the past
seven months, as I have already said,
has increased by nearly half a million.
During the seven months just past, as
compared with the same period of the
last year of the Liberal administration,
there has been an increased revenue of
£32 564,

Mr, Heitmann:
your figures from#%

Mr. VERYARD: In my opinion the
people of the State have treated the Gov-
ernment handsomely. They have given
them a snfficient income within which
they should live comfortably. But they
will not live within their means. Not

Where did you get
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only has the expendiure been increased
but they have got into difficulties.

The Minister for Mines: Are these fig-
ures as reliable as your statement with
regard to the management of the State
hotels?

Mr. VERYARD: Yes.

The Minister for Mines:
you will have to apologise.

Mr. VERYARD: Despite an inereased
income during the past year the Govern-
ment have increased their liabilities, and
they have expended the public moneys
so as to leave a deficit. It seems to me
either ihat the Government have not the
business knowledge, or are indifferent
to their fnancial paosition; in  either
case the position is an unfortunate
one for the State. The Govern-
ment and their apologists  atiri-
bute the deficit to various causes—
the loss of the War Emergency Tax Bill;
the war itself and the bad season. So far
as the War Emergency Tax Bill is con-
cerned I think the legislature was wise
"in throwing it out, seeing that the Gov-
ernment had not been called upon to
provide any funds for war purposes. So
far as the war itself is concerned I do
not know that the Government has shown
that it has been ralled upon o contri-
bute anything in this direction.

Member: Do vou mean to say
war has not cost this State money?

Mr. VERYARD: Practically nothing.
So far as the other reason is concerned—
the bad season— we had no bad season
since the Lahour Government took office
until this year. I eclaim that it is not
2 bad season when you get an average
of 11 buoshels, and that has been the
average taking the past three years. In
1912 the average was 10 bushels; in 1913,
11 bushels: in 1914, 12 bushels.

The Minister for Mines: What was it
in 19119

Mr. VERYARD: T am saying that the
average for the past three years bas been
11 bushels.

Mr. Munsie: These figures are just
about as accurate as the others he bas
quoted.

Mr. VERYARD:
easily be verified.

Well then,

the

These figures can
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The Minister for Mines: And it they
are not correct, you will apologise?

Mr. VERYARD: My contention Is
that the drought has not seriously
affected the Government, except su far
as the land rents are concerned.

Mr, Ieitmann: Whbhat about railway
traffio

Mr. VERYARD: The railway iraffic
was not affected before Jannary. Very
little harvest is shifted by the ruilway
before the end of December, so that the
defieit would not be affected from tha
source uniil January. Therefore, I ao
not think the bad season has had any
serious effect in bringing about the pre-
sent financial position of the State. The
Government seeks to meet the position
which has arisen by cutting down the
votes in certain directions. I would ask
the Government to be careful in regard
to the subsidies to roads boards and
munieipalities. These moneys are gener-
ally very well spent by the roads boards
and municipalities, and, further, 75 per
cent. of it goes to pay labour for work
done.

Member: Ruhbish.

Mr. VERYARD: By ecurtailing these
subsidies you are inconveniencing the
public generally and reducing the op-
porinnities for labour. With regurd to
the redueed vote for charitable institu-
tions; I think the Government should
have given notice of their intention in
order that the institutions might be pre-
pared to meet the new position,

The Minister for Works: It is appar-
ent you have not read the Estimates;
that you are following what other people
have said.

My, VERYARD: 1 know that the
Government, throngh the Minister for
Railways, have proposed to reduce the
hours of the railway employees and there-
by reduce the cost of railway wages. This
last effort of the Government does not
appear likely to work satisfactorily, more
especially when it is borne in mind that a
little time ago the wages of these men
were inereased by a sbilling a day. Under
the Government’s proposal ninepenee of
that shilling would be taken back. No
one, T think, will say that living is
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cheaper now than it was three years ago,
when the increase was given. With ref-
erence to the raunicipal subsidy for Lee-
derville, T wish to point out that while
this is based on 7s. 6d. in the pound, the
Perth City Couneil, if paid at that rate,
would be entitled to £116,660 per annum.

The Minister for Works: They are
entitled to the lot, but they will not get if.

Mr. VERYARD.: The maximum, how-
ever, has been fixed at £3,000. A pecu-
liar feature of the matier js that even for
the last half year the subsidy has not
been paid.

The Minister for Works:
quite sure about that?

Mr. VERYARD: It has not been
paid, unless the Government paid it to-
day or yesterday. I hope, however, the
(Government will make the payment.
Another point {o whieh T wish to draw
attention in connection with munieipal
subsidies is the amalgamation of Leeder-
ville and North Perth with the City of
Perth. I trust that the maximum of
£3,000 will not be maintained as against
the amounts whiech should have been paid
to the maunieipalities of Leederville and
North Perth.

The Minister for Works: Acecording
to the Mayor of Perth, that is already
setfled and they are not going to do it.

My. VERYARD : I hope that the
amounts whieh should have gone to the
two municipalities of Leederville and
North Perth will still go to the Perth
City Counecil. Again, I hope the Com-
mittee 1n asking for assistance to the
Government from the railway wages men
will earry the principle further, and go
right through the State service. Reduc-
tion, I consider, should be on a percent-
age basis,

Mr.-Heitmann: And ouiside also,

Mr. VERYARD: The people outside
are being faxed already. I believe in a
graduated system on a percentage basis,
so that the largest incomes may bear the
greatest proportion of the reduction. My
snggestion with regard to the percentage
basis would be that State employees re-
ceiving up to £100 per annum should be
free, and that these receiving from £100
to £200 per anoum should pay five per

Yo are
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cent., Under this proposal, workers re-
eeiving 9s. per day—instead of contribut-
ing, as the Government propose, £11 14s.
per annum—would contribute only £7.
[n my opinion, £7 a year is as much as
those people are able to afford,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is not in order in dealing on the
Estimates with a matler requiring legis-
lation ; he ean deal only with administra-
tive matters.

Mr. VERYARD: I am ounly dealing
with what might be done.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member
is not right in dealing wilh that matter
at the present time.

Mr. VERYARD: If a percentage
basie were adopted, I am sure the Gov-
ernment  would Teceive a considerable
amount from their scheme of reduction.
There are at present in the serviee bun-
dreds of men who eannot be properly
employed for their full time; not becansa
ihey are unwilling to work, but because
in exisling circumstances there is not the
work for them to perform. We cannot
at this juncture afford to retrench any
Government setvaits, as we have alreaay
too many unemployed; and therefore I
consider that the salaried men, with the
wages men, should come to the aid of the
Government and help them to keep these
people in employment.

Mr. Heitmann: What about the man
ountside earning a good salary?

Mr. VERYARD: He is being taxed
pretty well already.

Mr, Heitmann: No more than the man
inside,

Mr. VERYARD : Let additional, but
reasonable, taxation be put on him, then.

The Minister for Works : We will
give you a trial as to that.

Mr, VERYARD: Outside the Govern-
ment service evervone at present is more
or less affected. Large numbers of em-
ployees in the City of Perth are on short
time. Everyone will admit that the busi-
ness people of the State are suffering
keenly, with very, very few exceptions.
No one who has practical knowledge of
the facts will deny that property owners
also are suffering very keeuly,
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Mr. Munsie: There are a few excep-
tions around Perth, though, who are not
suffering at the present time, who are not
reducing rents.

My, VERYARD: If the hou. member
knew as much about City property, he
would not say thai. The hun. member
recently in referring to the Public Ser-
vice asserled that the State was not re-
ceiving a fair return for what it was pay-
hrg. 'To sowne exient I think that may be
true. Apart from the faet that the whole
of the men in (Government employ can-
not be profitably oceupied, there is the
fact that some of them do not wanti to he
employed too much. Only this week [
saw a departmental acecount issued which
should have been issued a least six
months ago. Only within the last few
days did the department concerned issue
that account, 1t seems to me that either
the officexrs of that department must be
{oo indifferent about their work, or else
that they want more assistanee. It is,
however, a matter for complaint that the
Government when short of money do not
see that their acecounts are rendered in
good time, I have been informed on sev-
eral occasions that the proper results are
not being got from various departments
owing to the fact that overseers and fore-
men are not able to press home on the
men the necessily for their doing a fair
day’s work. The reason that has been
assigned for this inability is that if men
are dismissed or suspended, they, as a
rule, are either sent back to the same work
for re-employment or are given employ-
ment elsewhere.

The Minister for Works: Can you give
some instanees of that?

Mr. VERYARD: One railway inspeetor
T know of has stated that; and such pro-
eedure is not in the best interests of dis-
cipline, nor does it tend to the obiaining
of the best results.

The Minister for Works: I say the
statement is incorrect.

Mr, VERYARD: It may be, so far as
yon know,

The Minister for Works: It is incor-
reet right through, No man is sent back
when he is discharged from a job.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. VERYARD: Then I have been
wrongly informed, though I bave heard
il stated on many oceasions.

The Minister for Works: The inspector
who made that statement is a crawler, and
ought to be out of the service.

Mr. VERYARD: I wish to make a
Turther suggestion. I am not concerned as
to how hon., members view it, but I do
feel that in proposing to impose taxation
npon other people we as representatives
of the constituencies should be prepared
to lay an extra burden on ourselves,

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!
I quite agree with you, But you fought
against it, :

Mr. VERYARD: I
against it.

Mr, Bolton: Let us take a bit off your
income; not off your salary,

Mr, VERYARD: I think we have been
too much inclined to tax the other fellow.
In this case, at all events, I think we
ought to start at home and sp give con-
fidence to the people at large. I suggest
hon, members should contribute anything
from 25 to 33 per cent.

Mr. Heitmann: Of their incomes?

Mr. VERYARD: Of their parliamen-
tary salaries. 1 am speaking of hon.
members just now as members of Parlia-
meut, Qur privale incomes are taxed
already,

The Minister for Mines: Why does not
the hon. member leave 20 per cent. of his
salary in the Treasury? Nobody compels
him to draw it.

Hon, J. Mitchell: The Minister prom-
ised 1o leave £300 of his salary in the
Treasury.

The Minister for Mines: I did not.
The hon. member knows I did not promise
anything of the sort.

Mr. VERYARD: Ministers should con-
tribute £300 a year each.

Mr. Thomas: Some hon. wmembers
would be dear at any price, but some
would be cheap at a thousand a year.

Mr, VERYARD: That is right. Some
time ago, when the Liberals were in
power, salaries were increased all round.
Hon. members of the Labour party there-
upon went to the countiry boasting that
they would reduee the salaries all round
as soon as they were in power,

never fought
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‘The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is not in order in dealing with
those matiers on the Estimates. Tt is out
of order to introduce matters of a nature
which eannot be dealt with on the Esti-
mates,

The Minister for Mines: The hon. mem-
ber is out of order, and he is quite in-
correct,

Alr. VERYARD: I am sorry if I trans-
gressed the rules of the Honse, Sir. I
did not know I was doing that.

The Minister for Mines: 'The hon.
wember transgressed the truth.
Mr. VERYARD: I would advise,

though T know the Labour party will not
agree with the idea, that we dispose of
various State enterprises into which the
present Government have entered. ' That
would be in the interests of the people at
large. From that suggestion I would ex-
cept tramways and railways. Public eon-
veniences, such as railways and tramways,
and other public services may advaniage-
ously be owned by the State.

The Minister for Mines: Except also
State steamers, which are means of
fransit.

Mr. VERYARD: Apart from those ex-
ceptions, the Government would, in my
opinion, do well to dispose of all these
trading concemms. I am sure the money
which would thereby be rendered avail-
able wonld prove of great benefit to the
Government i many ways. Had this
money been spent in the eonstruction of
railways and harbour works, it would
have been far better for the people gener-
ally.

Mr. Bolion: You are breaking some
new ground now.

Mr. VERYARD: Workers’ homes re-
present a scheme which I myself have
favonred; but the present time is not, I
think, opportune for the expenditure of
further money in that direction. I hope,
at all events, that for the time being noth-
ing will be spent on the building of homes
that ean possibly be avoided.

Mr. Taylor: The Government cannot
spend any more now, becaunse they have
not got the money.

Mr. VERYARD: We have unemployed
in large numbers; and, while many of
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them are good men and willing to work,
1 still think the Government would do
well to find the unemployed something to
do just to ecover the cost of meal and bed
tickets.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Can you suggest
anything?

Mr. VERYARD: The Government
could soon find suech work as T have sug-
gested, 1f they thought it worth while.
For my part, T think it would be worth
while. In my opinion, it would be better
for the men who want to work, and it
would get rid of some of the loafers living
on the Government at the present time.
There are some of the unemployed who
were never 1n their lives beiter off than
they are now, with two mweals a day and
bed at night, In 1911 the Government
appointed a Public Service Appeal
Board. Rvidently they are not prepared
to aceept the verdiets of that board, be-
cause they have not paid the awards, but
instead have thrown the onus on Parlia-
ment. The money having been awarded
is proof that it has been earned, and it is
only right that the Government should
make the payments at the earliest possible
date, If the award had been given against
private employers they would have been
called wpon promptly to make good the
award.

The Minisler for Works: They gener-
ally go to a higher conrt.

Mr. VERYARD: A few weeks ago, in
reply to a question put by me, the Pre-
mier said he was aware that the Asylum
for the Insane was over-erowded, and
would consider the question of providing
further accommodation. Yet no provi-
sion has been made ou the Estimates.

Mr. Foleyv: What would you suggest
to reduce the number of lunatics in the
State?

Mr. VERYARD: Make you supervisor
over them, Sinee my election I paid a
visit to this hospital in company with
the Inspector (eneral of the Insane and
Dr. Anderson, In going through the
building I saw rooms which, set apart
for other purposes, were being used by
the patients, Having regard to the way
in which the institution is over-erowded
it would be wise for the Goverument to
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make a special effort to inerease the ac-
commodation. During last year there
were 230 admissions and 28 re-admis-
sions, or 238 in all. The patients in the
hospital numbered 895, whereas in 1910
the number was 730, showing an increase
last year of 115. This is pretty good
evidence of the over-crowded state of the
institution, With regard to the dairy
at Claremont, I would like to congratu-
late the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment. The appointments there are ex-
cellent in every particular; the cattle, the
stalls, the milk-room and the applianees
generally are everything that could be de-
sired. The ¢ost may have run into thou-
sands of pounds, but I think the money
has been well spent. Our police court re-
cords show that the general publie do not
always get puore milk, and I think it
would be wise if some of our dairy own-
ers were to combine together—the cost
would be too great for a single individual
—and erect dairies similar to that at
Claremont. Most certainly the eonsum-
ers generally would benefit by such an
enterprise. The {inister controlling the
Education Department is to be congra-
tulated on the manner in.which he is dis-
charging his duties, the result being gen-
eral satisfaction throughout the State.
He has been following on the lines of the
Liberal party right through, although,
perbaps, he has allowed the administra-
tive costs to go up rather higher than is
desirable,

Mr. Foley: Some years ago you voted
to charge the people of the State for edu-
cation. That is in Hansard. You spoke
against it, but voted for it.

Mr. VERYARD: It was on a no-con-
fidence motion.

Mr. Bolton: It was nothing of the
kind.

Mr. VERYARD: If the hon. member
will look at Hansard, he will see it was
on a quesfion of no-confidence tabled by
the then leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Bath}, and therefore I voted with the
Government. Still, T have always been
opposed to such a eharge. I listened at-
lentively tlhie other evening to the mem-
bers for Nelson (Mr, Willmott) and For-
rest (Mr. O’Loghlen) on the subject of
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the timber industry. Until that evening
I had believed that the present and pre-
vipus Governments had been doing some-
thing to protect this great indusitry; but
when I find that the Government have
spent only £72 in one year for the protec-
tion of the industry I think it would be
just as well to let the thing alona. 1
hope that as a resnlt of the remarks of
the two members referred to the Minis-
ter controlling the department will do
something in the near future to amend
the situation. I am quile sure that we
should jealously conserve this, one of
our greatest indusiries. 1 am glad to
know that we bhave now the West Aus-
tralian Forest League, and I trust that
the efforts of that organisation, with the
assistance of the two members I have
mentioned, will have some good effect.
Most cerfainly the remarks of those two
members on this subject should earry
weight with the Government, especially
seeing that one of them is a straight-oul
Government supporter, while the other is
an ally of the Government. I hope the
preservation of the timbgr industry and
the work of reafforestation will be well
looked after in the near future,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [8.40]: I entertain a high ap-
preciation of the efforts the Government
are wmaking to carry en the counlry
through the strennous times we are ex--
periencing. When we look at the com-
bined effects of the war and the droughi
we must all realise that no (overnment
have ever had in this State sueh a difli-
cult task as that confronting the present
Ministry,

Mr, Nairn: When the deficit arose they
had neither the war nor the dronght to
contend with,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: We have had
several very bad seasons, and even before
the war and the present drought the pay-
ments due to the State from people nol
in a position to make them amounted to
considerably more than half the defivit
in, say, July last.

Mr, Nairn: Qther Treasurers have had
the same difficulties.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOXN: The same de-
ficits, without ever giving the same mea-
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sure of consideration to settlers in the
dry areas.

The Premier: The leader of the Oppo-
sition was Premier in the hest season we
ever had, and he bad 4 deficit,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: May I add
that the late Government went out leav-
ing this Government £600,000 worth of
short-dated Treasury bills to meet. In
other words, the late Government financed
so badly in their last year that they eould
not raise a loan, and so had to issuc
those short-dated bills in London which
this Government had to meet. Any fair
comparison made between the financial
methods of the Labour party and of the
previons administration must reflect fav-
ourably on the present Government., The
chief duty the Governmenf have to-day
is to provide employment for workers
who are being put off in different indus-
tries, and also to protect our scttlers
in the dry areas and keep them on their
holdings, providing them with the neces-
sary seed wheat, stores and manures so
that they may earry on over the
next harvest and probably bring the
State back to  greater prosperity
than we have ever experienced. If
the Government can see this' task
through on the lines they are at pre-
sent following T am sure that at the end
of that time the people of Western Aus-
tralta  will recognise that the Govern-
ment have done very excellent work. In
this task the Government are fairly en-
tilled to the assistance of all parties and
of every hon. member. I am glad to see
thali many of the new members in Qppo-
sition show a desire to help the Govern-
ment, but T do not think the ex-Ministers
of theCrown have shown the same fecling,
I was surprised at the party bitterness
that some hon, members displayed at a
time of stress like this, when I did hope
and believe, and the people of the State
also thought, that political parties
would be able to enter into a political
truce and sink bitter party feeling, at
any rate during the period of the war,
The hon. member for Jrwin (Mr. James
Gardiner) the leader of the Farmers’ and
Settlers’ Association in the House, cer-
tainly promised to assist the Govermment.
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I could not help noticing, however, that
several other hon, gentlemen on that
side of the House hardly put forward
what might be called helpful speeches,
to the Government. May I instance in
this connection the speech of the hon.
member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse)?

The Premier: He got in in the crush.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That hon.
gentleman urged that there should be no
retrenchment in the civil service; that new
agricaltural lines should be built in his
electorate; that new roads should be
built by the State; and that roads boards
subsidies shonld be increased.

Mr. Smith: Youn had a :Eew lines bmlt
in your electorate.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: T look with
very pleasurahle anticipation to the time
when my electorate may have some more
railways built, as scon as the country
is in a position to construet the publie
works that this House has unanimonsly
approved of during the past few weeks.
Mr. Piesse alse wrged that more trains
should be rnn on the existing railways in
his electorate, and that in spite of the
fact that his electorate is suffering, un-
fortunaiely, perhaps more than any other
portion of the State from the drought
this year. He also urged that an exira and
new distriet allowance should be given
to the school teachers in the country, and
also said that no extra taxes should be
placed npon the people. I am sure that
every hon. member in this House would
wish that the circumstances of the coun-
try were such that we could put forward
speeches of that kind, and requests of
that comprehensive nature, and expeet
the Government to fall in with our
wishes, and, at the same time expect that
no one would have to do anything extira
for their accomplishment. T submit, in
all sincerity, that as hon, members of
this House charged with the responsi-
bility of administering the affairs of the
country, we ¢annot reasonably put for-
ward requests of that nature, and expeet
the Government to supply the extra and
new service to the people, without, at
the same time, being prepared to fully
pay for this new and extra service. In
regard to the deficit, I wish to say
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straight ouf that I find this deficit of a
million pounds somewhat alarming. I
hope that the Government will meet it
by a sort of compromise befween the two
sources open to them. I hope they will
try and bring in some sound measure of
economv in adminigtration, and also
some fair measure of extra taxation up-
on the wealthier sections of the commun-
ity. In putting forward this double-bar-
relled course, I recognise that if it were
put into effect probably some unpopular-
ity would be experienced by the Govern-
ment, and by those hon. members who
support the Government in the carrying
out of their policy. I hope that the Gov-
ernment will proceed with such poliey,
and that all members of the House will
give the Government fair support
if they decide to do so. 'The gues-
tion of a 44 hours working week
for the workers, and also for the lower
paid sections of the (tovernment em-
ployees. has ereated a good deal of con-
cern, During the last fortnight I have
had an opportunity of disenssing this
matter both with the railway men and
also with some of the workers engaged
on the public works of the State—mnav-
vies and others. I find that amongst
these lower paid workers there is a gen-
eral desire to help the Government and
that they are prepared to play their
part in making sacrifices, providing that
retrenchment, as far as it necessary, be-
gins at the top, and that the higher paid
State servants shall be ihe first affected
and that retrenchment shall then take
place downwards.

The Minister for Works:
siders as well.

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON: Certainly T
should like to see this carried further
than State emplovees if possible.
I hope the Minister will come down
with a tanmble nropesal on the
lines indicated by his interjection. I
wish to add that some of these men T
am smeaking of appreeciate the desire of
the Government to keep the rate of wage
per hour up for the period that they are
actnally working. They are, further,
glad too that the Government do not
propose to reduce the rates of pay per
working hour.

And out-
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Mr. Taylor: How can you justify that
with the aetion of the Government in
reducing the hours of their emplovees?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: T do not at-
tempt to justify it. If hon. members will
have a little patience and wait till T have
concluded my remarks they will be able
to say what they please. T wish to say,
bhefore I sit down, that whatever taxa-
tion is found to be necessary at this time.
T hope it will be imposed upon all see-
tions of the community, and particularly
upon those whose ineomes are ahove
£250 per annum, whether such people are
civil servants or out of the service. All
should in my opinion, contribute on a fair
basis, and any vote I can give in this
Chamber will bhe freely given. T
wish to say, further, that T was
vrleased to hear the hon, member for
Swan (Mr. Nairn) and some other hon,
members on the other side of the House
say they approve of the desire of the
Government to keep up the rates of
wages, Il is a new aud refreshing ex-
pression to hear from members of the
Liberal side of the House,

Mr. Allen: We have never advocated
low wapes,

Mr, E. B. JOHXSTON: I have heard
something about 6s, a day in this Cham-
ber. I ecan remember something like that
heing the ruling rate of wage in ‘this
State,

Mr. Allen: You hear a lot of things
outside; but they are not necessarily true,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Tt was paid by the
Labour Government.

Mr. B, B. JOHNSTON: No, it was
not. T can well remember the railway
men in this State going out on strike to
et 7s. or 8s. a day under a Liberal
Government, The point T wish to
make elear is that if retrenchment is nec-
essary [ hope the Government wiil not
start on the man thev propore to bring
under the 44 hours of work per week
svstem, but will start at the verv top;
with the Governor who gets £5.000 a
vear; with the judges; with the Aeent
General; with the Publie Service Commis-
sioner. and with all people in the pay-
ment of the State, whether under special
Aets or not, receiving over £250 per an-
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num, Let us all contribute on a graduated
basis ; and contribute a larger amount as we
ascend in the scale, and let it apply to the
people outside the civil service as well as
to the people who are receiving their
salaries from the State. So far as I am
concerned T am not prepared to support
the poliey of allowing the manual worker
—the wage earner of the State—to suffer
alone; neither do I desire thai the civil
servant should suffer alone, but that every
one in the State should contribute Lo the
Treasury at the present time on the basis
of the income that they are fortunaie
enough to possess.

The Minisler for Mines: Does the hon.
member know that the reduction of honrs
Is not to penalise the worker, but to pre-
vent him from being penalised in the way
that he would be dismissed?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I understand
ihat the intentions of the Government are
good. Surely it would be just as easy
for the Minister to bring down a Bill
providing that the people with the big
incomes should first be started on; the
mine managers of whom we heard some-
thing the other night; the pastoralists;
the business managers, and people of that
deseription,

Mr. Thomson:
liament.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: Everyone who
s getting over £250 per annum, and the
more they gei tho higher they ought to be
taxed, during this time of special stress.

The Minister for Mines: That would
not create employment or give work. In
the Railway Department if work has
fallen off it has meant a reduction of
hands. We would still have to reduce
hours in order to spread the work over
all.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTOX: 1f the Govern-
ment get this money out of the wealthier
classes of the communily they will be
able to find work to give to the people
who are cut of emplovment.

The Minister for Mines: It would not
increase the traffie on the railways,

Mr, E. B. JORNSTOX: If the Govern-
ment could find this extra money they
would be able to provide exira work with
it. I want the Government to get that

And members of Par-
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extra amount from the wealthier sections
of the community who can best afford to
pay.

The Minister for Mines: The Govern-
ment are just as desirous as anyone else.
in the House to inerease public works
and inerease employment.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: The hon. mem-
ber for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) referred
to the Railway Department the other night,
and advocated that the Government
should increase fares and rates on the
exisling railw#ys. As far as T am con-
cerned, 1 am abselutely opposed to any
merease in freights at the present time,
and I think that other hon. members rep-
resenting the goldfields, as well as others
iu this House, realise that an increase in
our tailway freights would he a bad
thing for our primary industries; for the
mining and agriculfural industries.

Mr. Thomson: What about inereasing
the fares in the metropolitan and sub-
nrban areas?

My E.B.JOHNSTON: I hope the Gov-
ernment will not inecrease freighis because
action of that sort at this time would re-
sult in putling a burden on the farmers,
the miners, and the timber-workers—all
people engaged in our primary industries
in the interior of the State. They can-
not stand any greater load at the present
time, and, indeed, find the taxation they
are lnbouring under to-day teoo heavy
to bear. If this suggestion was ecarried
into effect it would mean that the coastal
people would be exelnded from paying
extra taxation. The rich owners of St.
(ieorge’s Terrace, and of city property,
would not pay any more tax, whilst the
poor small farmer in the interior who is
enltivating his land, or the man who is
working in the mine, would be taxed, if
the freights were increased. 1 hope that
if it is necessary to increase taxation, it
will be more on the basis of the proposals
of the labour platform, than on the sug-
zestion of the hon. member for Bunbury.
I hope too it will be on the basis of in-
creasing {he income tax, and perhaps in-
creasing taxation on umimproved values,
so that the wealthy owners of city pro-
perties in the Siate shall pay a land tax
at the rate of a penny in the pound, in.
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stead of a balf-penny in the pound as they
do to-day. :

Mr, Robinson: Yon eannot iax the
country into prosperity.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: We ean tax it
into an unloeking of the unimproved lands
of the State. 1f that is done, and by that
means we bring about a profitable bold-
ing of some of the lands of the State in
sraall areas, the country would get into a
state of prosperity throngh the effect of
this taxation, and through ghe land being
settled in small holdings and cultivated.
It would have been a good thing for the
farmer if we had in 1912 earried the
inereased land tax whieh was then desired
by the Government instead of increasing
the freights on fertilisers; but, instead of
doing that, what the Government did, in
spite of my protests, was fo put up the
rates on the freights for artificial manures.
The recent drought shows more than ever
before that that increase was inoppor-
tune, and that it is undesirable. 1t should
be removed as early as possible. Arti-
ficial manures are only required by the
man who goes on the land to properly
work his holding, and he is the man we
ought to assist, whereas a tax on unim-
proved values would be affecting the man
who in some cases, unfortunately, is hold-
ing land that ofien is not being utilised.

_Mr. MeDowall: Yon cannot get the
tax on.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: I know the
Government have had difficulties in the
matter, and that an unfortunate blunder
was made in increasing freights.

The Premier: It does not appear to be
much use putting the tax om.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: The point T
wish to emphasise is that whilst fertiliser
freights affect the man who is working
the land, the absentee entirely eseapes.
The fax on unimproved land values
would affect the absentee, the person, 1
believe, that every hon, member in this
House wishes to be affected as well as the
holders of valuable city lands. 1 will op-
pose any increase i the raitway freights
oun the lines suggested by the member for
Banhury, because the primary industries
cannot stand it.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. McDowall: What about making
the railways pay; they have not paid for
years past?

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: They have
paid big sums into the revenue. In look-
ing through the Estimates, I am sorry to
see in some directions a measure of ex-
travagance proposed on luxuries. I re-
fer particularly to the estimates of the
Agent General's office, and I was sur-
prised to see there an item of £710 for
the purchase of a new motor car for the
use of the Agent General. It must be a
magnificent motor ear if it is to cost that
sum of money in London. Then I notice
there is a new item of £300 as an enter-
tainment ailowance for the Agent General,

Mr. Taylor: That is not half enough.

Mr. E, B. JOEHNSTON: In this time
of war, when entertainments have heen
put aside in England, it is not necessary
to give the Agent General a new sum of
£300 as an entertainment allowanece, es-
pecially as it has never been voted in
times of peace, We pay the Agent Gen-
eral £1,500 a year, which is the largest
salary I understand paid to any Austra-
lian Agent General, Last year he had a
trip to this State at a cost of £800, and
if we give him that motor ear we shall
have to add to il another £300 for the
expenses of running it and the wages of
a driver. I understand that the Agent
General wishes to rival the High Com-
missioner of Australia himselt, He de-
sires to assume the style of an Oriental
potentate at the expense of the Stale.
I hope now when we are mak-
ing reductions in neeessary directions in
this country, members will not approve
of this proposed expenditure on the
motor car and entertainments, Whilst
roads board subsidies in my disirict are
being eut down and whilst we are ae-
quiescing in the direetion of the redue-
tion of the wages of workers from £2
14s. to £2 9s. 6d., I am not going to
approve of this additional extravagance
in the Agent General's office. I under-
stand the present Agent General’s term
of office will expire next February and
that it is very likely he will rot be re-
appointed. .

The Premier: How do you know it is
not very likely?
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Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: 1 do not know.
I am not in the confidence of the Govern-
ment on this point, But we cannot afford
the increased extravagance of that of-
fiee in the manner proposed. 1 wish to
refer to the question of the moratorium.
Some months ago the Government passed
a Bill providing for the appointment of
a Royal Commission, on whose recom-
mendation a moratorium could be pro-
claimed, if necessary.

Mr. Taylor: There is no necessity for
it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I submit
there has been necessity for it, but, so
far as 1 know, the Government have
made no move in the matter. The re-
spousibility for the inaction of the Gov-
ernment lies on the members of the Far-
mers’ and Seltlers’ Association in this
Parliament, if the country Press in West
ern Australia are to be accepied as a ve-
liable guide. I have here an extract from
the Geraldton Express of recent date, and
this is what it says—

Mr. E. B. Johnston, M.L.A., has
been vigorously urging the Govern-
ment to proclaim the Moratorium Aect
in the interests of farmers, who are
said to be suffering from the onslaught
of machmery agents, but, apart from
the representations of the member for
Williams-Narrogin, here has been no
demand in either Houge for the es-
tablishment of even a partial mora-
torinm, If the agricultural section of
the comwmunity throughout the State
are harassed to the degree they are
said to be in the Williams-Narrogin
eleetorate, one wounld think the Coun-
try Party could be relied upon to de-
clare themselves with no uncertain
sound on the question from their seats
in the House. But the Country Parly
have not done so. They have earefully
avoided the subject, and seem to be
satisfied with thiogs as they are. It
could scarcely be expected, in sueh eir-
cumstances, that the Government would
cheerfully uandertake the responsibility
involred 1n a compliance with Mr,
Johnston’s request.

That is in an article oppesing the de-
claration of a wmoratorium. During a
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number of years residence in farming
distriets, I have never known writs and
summonses to fly about these distriets
with lawyers’ letters to the extent that
is the case to-day, and especially in my
distriet, which it might be said is one of
the most prosperous of the agrieunltural
districts this year. It appears to me that
the machinery firms and ofber sharks
are pressing people there because they
know they can get their money by doing
so.

The Premier: Do not look .this way
when you refer to sharks.

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: I am looking
in the direction of the Premtier, because
I want the Premier to go to the relief of
these people. I want the Government
to say that at any rate a partial mora-
torium is to be proelaimed at once as far
as pans. due by farmers are concerned.
Thonsands of p.ns, were returned on the
4th February because setilers were unn-
able to meet them, and so far we bave
had no move from the Farmers’ and Set-
lers’ Association in this matter.

Mr, Willmott: That assertion is abso-
lutely incorrect.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: It is the as-
sertion of the Geraldton Express, and
the editor of that paper must take the
respomsibility of it. I refuse to do so.
I bave heard the leader of the Country
party speak, and I have listened to him
with pleasure on both the Estimates and
the Address-in-reply, and, so far as [
know, he has preferred no request for
even the establishment of a partial mora-
torium.

Mr. Grifiths: Tt is the last thing you
want to resort to.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Is thai the
official view of the party? I have no
desire 1o see any man who can afford
to pay, escape his obligation to pay,
through the protection of a moratorinm,
but I wish to remind hon. members that
if a partial moratorium is proclaimed it
will not enable people to escape paying
the amounts due if they are in a position
to do so, because the Aet clearly sets out
that if a man is in a position to pay his
creditor, if the creditor proves that that
man has the means of paying, the magis-
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trate can make an order, notwithstanding
the operation of the moratorium. At
the: present time settlers who are really
in a good financial position are being
forced to go to the expense of calling
meetings of creditors simply beeause of
the action of one eantankerous ereditor,
perhaps an oppressive machinery firm,
who is determined to have its pound of
flesh. I appeal to the Government to
take somme cognisance of the representa-
tions which have been made on this sub-
jeet, and to afford protection fo this sec-
tion of the community.

Mr. Hickmott: If they apply for i
they ean get it put into force.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I have been
applying to the Government on behalf
of some of my electors, and, so far as 1
know, no aclion has yet been (aken, uo
relief is yet obtainable under the Post-
ponement of Debts Act, The member for
Beverley made a suggestion the other
evening that we should abolish the
State trading coucerns. I was sur-
prised to hear it because the member and
his colleagues in this House s few days
before had very properly helped the Gov-
ernment {o establish another big Stale
trading concern, the monopoly over the
whole of the wheat in Western Australia,
and it seemed to me, in view of the ac-
tion his party took in helping us  tio
establish that State trading coneera in
wheat, somewhat inconsistent on his part
to call out for the abolition of all State
trading concerns, His time would bave
been better exercised if he had urged the
Grain and Foodstuff Board, of which the
President of his association is a shining
member, to make some statement quickly
so that the farmers of Western Australia
might know where they were. Al present
they have not that knowledge, but the
board has only been appointed a little
while and 1 do not want to blame them
at this stage. People in Western Aus-
tralia, however, ougbt to know where they
can deliver their wheat, what price they
ean get, and when they are going to get
the cash, At the present time the farm-
ers have not that knowledge. The
member for Beverley surely wonld
not wish the Government to dis-
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pose of the Agricultural implement
works or the workers’ homes? For my
own part, I only wish the Glovernment
would go on building more workers’
homes, notwithstanding the financial
stress. They are required in the town of
Narrogin and other flourishing eentres.
it is true the railway revenue has suf-
fered very much this year. We have built
a lot of good lines into new distriets, and
in consequence of the unfortunate drought
they are not carryibg any traffie, but we
have to pay interest and sinking fund to
the British money lender on the eost of
{heir eonstruction, That is one important
factor in the present position of affairs,
and T would here point out that the
drought and the war have had their effect
on the State {rading concerns just as they
have on many private trading concerns
and businesses in this country. We can
honestly say that the drought and the
war together have robbed the people of
Western Australia of a good deal of the
benefit they would have derived from the
putting into operation of the Labour
poliey, I look for only a good season or
two (0 enable members of the Ministry
lo say to our friends opposite in the his-
toric words of Sir John Forrest, “Where
are the croakers now”? With a eouple
of good seasons I venture to say we shall
have hon, members in both the Opposition
parties claiming eredit for the establish-
menf of many of these very State trading
eoncerns which to-day they are anxious
10 jettison,

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie} {9.17]:
I think the Government are right in doing
all they possibly can at the present june-
ture to assist the agrieultural industry.
bat I advise members opposite not to ap-
pland that statement tco soon becanse 1
intend {o shew that in consequence of
agriculture run mad in this country the
State iz in the parlous position that it
now oceupies. If it were not for the gold-
fields and for their steadying influence
this counfry would be in a most chaotie
condition indeed . This fact must be real-
ised by everyone. Yet the goldfields «a
on with little or no engouragement, where-
as everything is lavished upen agrienl-
ture.
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Mr. Griftiths: The goldfields have had
it all in the past.

Mr. MeDOWALL: They have not, and
the hon. member ought to know it. I have
not iime {o go into statistics on the ques-
tion at presenl. Some years ago when
seetional railway veturns were kept [
took the trouble to carefully investigate
this matier. [ examined every railway
report and halance sheet and proved
conclusively that the Eastern goldfields
railway had paid its capital value and
had contributed to the consolidated rev-
enue over one mitlion pounds. Therefore,
we on the goldfields have nothing to thank
anyone for. We have paid bandsomely,
directly and indirectly.

Mr. Grifliths: What about the waier
scheme?

Mr. MeDOWALL: The water scheme
certainly has cost the consolidated revenue
some coutributions for sinking fund, but
when the position during the last few
years is analysed, it ¢an be seen that a
large proportion of the deficit is due fo
the agricultural areas. Speaking from
memory the agrieultural areas are not
hearing their proportfion of the cost of the
main reservoir at Mundaring and I do
not think they are bearing their fair
share of the administralive expenses.

¥Mr. Griffiths: When a man holds a
thousand-acre block and pays £25 a year
holding fee surely it is a fair propor-
tion.

Mr. MeDOWALL: The mains ex-
tended to assist many of the settlers are
not paying, T bave previously pointed
out that the goldfields originally brought
prosperily to Western Australia. They
brought the farmers and settlers to cul-
tivate the lands of this State, and now
when the State is in a parlous position,
the goldfields again have to come to the
reseue and provide the stability for the
State. The member for Leederville (M.
Vervard) showed extreme anxiety for in-
creased expenditure in and around Perth,
but certainly pot for increased taxafion.
It is most remarkable how glibly mem-
kers talk abont spepding money in con-
nection with this, that and ¢he other
thing. After all is said and done the
money derived from taxation and from
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outside sources is infinitesimel in the ex-
treme. What does our taxation produce?
The stamp duty which ean scarcely be
fermed taxation, brings in £77,051, and
probate duty £30,662. OQOur agricultural
triends are fond of telling us what they
are doing for the counfry and of saying
that they are the backbone of the country
and are contributing to the revenue inore
than any other section of the community.
The land tax produces only £46,201, but
if we dissect that amount we find that a
large proportion of it is paid by city
property, and not by the maun on the
land. 'The income tax amounts to £81,990
and the totalisator tax to £12,070, or a
total of £140,261.

Mr., E. B. Johuston: What about land
revenue.

Mr. MeDOWALL: By no streteh of
imagination ¢an land revenuwe be called
taxation; in fact some economists ve-
gard it as unfair to pay land receipis
into revenue hecause they really repre-
sent a portion of an asset. If the hon.
metoher desires I shall take an oppor-
tunity during the debate on the Lands
Department to show that (he money
devated to the development of agrieul-
ture, the Apgricutlural Department and
the lands and surveys is far in excess of
what is received from the sale of land.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You cannot show
that,

Mr. MeDOWALL: I think I can. The
dividend duty amounts to £92,566, and
the goldfields of the State pay 48 per
cent. of it, so that when it becomes a
matter of revenue from taxzation the
goldfields once more have to come to the
rescue of the State.

Hon. J. Mitchell; They are part of the
Rtate.

Mr. MeDOWALL: I am glad that the
lton. member admits it, T have been in
the House for years and verv few have
acknowledged that faet, In times of
prosperity we are of no consequence,
hut in times of adversity when we are
able fo study the markets and keep
things going we are welcomed into

the parental fold as brothers. The
member for Leederville was cheered
by the leader of the Opposition
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when he spoke sbout making revenue and
espenditure balance. I have been in this
House for seven years and only once hag
there been & surplus at the end of the
finanecial year, and that was only for a
space of five minntes. It was created by
the railway revenue reaching an abnor-
mal amount during 1911

Mr. Willmott: And it eame from the
farmers.

Mr. Nairn: How long will the million
deficit last?

AMr, MecDOWALL: I am not pround of
the deficit, but from the remarks of some
hon. members one would be apt to con-
ciude that the State had -never experi-
enced a deficit until recently.

Mr. Nairn: It never hefore reached a
million. .

Mr. McDOWALL: But such adversi-
ties as those which prevail at present
have never before been experienced.

We have a yield of only 214 bushels

per acre, and we have the effecis of the
greatest war in history to contend with.

Mr. Allen: The war has not affected
the pesition,

Mr. MeDOWALL: Our deficit at the
end of June, 1914, was £446,000.

Mr, Nairn: There was no war at that
time,

Mr. MecDOWALL: No. In August,
1909, the Wilson Adminisiration had a
deficit of £396,086.

The Premier: And there was no war
then,

Mr. McDOWALL: No. The Wilson
(Government wiped off their deficit by
starving the railways and by various
other means of that kind. T have listened
to dreary debates on this question oo
TAANY Oecasions. :

Hon. J. Mitchell: We had {wo mil-
lions less revenue than the present Gov-
ernment,

Mr. McDOWALL: On the 30th Juue,
1911, the Wilson Government emerged
from the usual state of being burdened
with a deficit and showed a surplus of
£13,298 15s. 6d.

The Premier: That was enly on paper.

Mr. MecDOWALL: It was created by
an abnormal railway revenue, namely,
a sum of £224,000, and the very next
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month, not only was the surplus wiped
out, but the Government went to the had
to the exient of £46,099. In the follow-
ing month they went to the bad by
£78,230, and in the month after that
by another £25,994. When the Labour
Government came into power (here was
not a surplus as the member for Canning
(Mr. Robinson) stated. There was a sur-
plus at the end of June, 1911, but in
October, 1911, there was a deficieney
Throughout the State during the last
elections if was said over and over again
that the Wilson Government bad left the
Labour Government a surplus, and that
the Labour Government had dissipated
that surplus. That is not true.

Mr. Allen: Why did you put in the
Governor's Speech ai the opening of
Parliament, if it is not true?

Mr. McDOWALL: The hon. gentle-
man has apparently not heen listening.

Mr. Allen: I conld not help listening.

Mr, MecDOWALL: 1 distinetly said
there was a surplus at the end of June,
1911; but the Labour Government did
not come into office until Oectober, 1911,
and by that time the surpius had disap-
peared, 1 hope I have made myself suffi-
ciently clear to the hon. member for West
Perth.

Mr. Allen: The trouble was T could
not hear you.

Mr. MeDOWALL: I am sorry indeed.
I understand now why youn did nof un-
derstand; but now that I have made my
self quite plain I hope the hon. member
will have sufficient intelligence to under-
stand, The other night speaking on this
debate, we had many speakers from the
opposite side of the House—the member
for Canning (Mr. Robinson), the member
for Waein (Mr. 8. Stubbs), and several
others, The burden ef their song was
“Agriculture, agrieulture, agrieulture;
spend every penny on the agricultural
indusiry. never mind the goldfields.”

Alr. Griffiths: Agriculture pays 25 per
cent, of the railway revenve.

Mr. MeDOWALL: And the railways
are losing, so that the Sfate is not very
much indsbted to you ior thar 28 per
cent.
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Mr. Griffiths: Last year Lhe soldficlds
lines lost £5,000 more than the agrieul-
tural railways.

Mr. McDOWALL: I should like to
know how the hon. member knows,.con-
sidering that sectional refurns have been
done away with for many years, and the
Commissioner for Railways himseif even
could not give the hon, member thal in-
formation,

Mr. Grifiths: T have the imformatlion
all right,

Mr. MeDOWALL: When I make state-
ments I have something to go upon, some-
thing behind me, not the mere ex parte
statement of individuals.

Mr. Griffiths: There is no ex parie
statement about jt. I have the proof.

Mr. MeDOWALL: Well, the hon. memn-
ber, on the discussion on the vote for the
Railway department will have his oppor-
tunity of proving it, and T shall alse have
an opportunity of eriticising his figures.
The hon, member for Katanning (Mr.
Thomson) made reference to the resump-
tion of special rates on spur lines, whieh
he classed as an iniquitous charge—

The statement of the results of dis-
triet . railways,

This is an extract from the Railway Com-
wissioner’s report—

as contained in Appendix R, shows that

the net loss on this class of line has been

redueed from £47,878 in 1912-13 to
£20.833 last year, an improvement of
£18,045.
If the hon. member would not rush in,
‘but would take a little time to get a know-
ledge of the various aeconnts of this coun-
iry, it would perliaps be better for him,
hecause he ean easily get into & mess—

In considering this result, however, it
musi be borne in mind that £14,590
was derived from the reimposition on

. 26th January of the special charge of

Is. per ton on goods going on to and

coming froin such lines,

Mr. Thomsen: They do nof give credit

“for goods going on to the lines, only com-
ing from,

‘Mr. MeDOWALL: That is the result of
the distriet railways in that partieular
year. £14,000 odd came in and still-there
was a loss of £29,000 on those particular
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railways, If the railway report be re-
ferred to it will be found that on, two
lines in the hon, member's district there
was & loss of £10,000-—the Nyabing line
and another, I forget for the moment its
name. In the railway report it will be
found that there has been a loss of £10,000
on those lines and yet the hon. member
says we had mo right to reimpose this
charge.

Mr. Thomson: Yes, I say so still,

Mr, McDOWALL: There was this gig-
antic loss, and it is to be remembered that
there were 13 million odd bushels of wheat
to be transported last season on the rail-
ways; this year there is practically none.
What then is going to be the loss on the
agricultural lines for the year ending 30th
June, 19157

The Premier: Those two lines you men-
tioned lost £21,000,

Mr, McDOWALL: Kyabing £4,245,
Tambellup-Ongerup £6,384, Those figures
are quite sufficient to illustrate my argu-
ment. They show that last year, even with
the reimposition of that charge there was
a loss,” WWhat will be the loss this year
without that charge% The great ery with
some hon. members is “You mnst not make
any extra charge on agriculture,” Then
the member for Swan (Mr. Nairn) comes
along with this extraordinary statement—

Hitherto the raitways have paid. It
15 only since the advent of this Govern-
ment that they have not paid.

T would like to know where the hon. gen-
ileman got his information from; it was
eertainly not from the public refurns. - In
the Stotistical -[bstracl—and let me re-
mind the hon. member that when he looks
up the figures he should endeavour to make
sure that he has got all the ficures. Tf
the member looks up the Abstract he will
find that it refers simply to the profit over
exnenses. In the Abstract everything
over working cosis is, according to the
Railway Department, profit. Of course
it is not profit in the true sense of the
tetm. If ihere be shown—.23. .85, .77,
.17 and so on, one must at onee realise
that there has been a loss. becaunse the
sinking fund is not included in the rail-
way report and sinking fund of 1 per
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eent, not being included it is apparent at
once that there is a loss.

Mr. Nairn: It was in your year.

Mr. MeDOWALL: I awm nol arguing
in respect of any particular vear. I do
not eare whether it was a Labour or a
Liberal year, I am refuting the state-
ment that it is only sinee the advent of
ihe Eabour Government that the railways
have not paid. It is immaterial to me
what they did under a Labour (overn-
ment or what they are likely to do. T am
not going to allow it to go on record that
it is only since the advent of the Labour
Government that the railways have not
paid,

Mr. Smith: Let the dead past bury 1is
dead.

Mr. MeDOWALL: T wish the hon.
wmember for North Perth would direct his
writers on the Sunday Times to do the
same thing. It might be better for him
and for the country if that policy were
adopted, I am not going to let the dead
past bury its dead. The hon. member for
Swan did not do that. It was a virtue
when the hon, member for S8wan produced
his figures agninst the Labour Govern-
ment, but apparently it is a erime when
I reply. Even when one has got the rail-
way report, and has got the sinking fund
included, one is not even ithen absolutely
correct, unless care is taken (o quote
from eomplete accounts. For instance, in
the Estimates there is a tabulated state-
ment, and it is the first time T have seen
such a statement in the Estimates. It
is a magnificent {able, and a good thing
for us to have placed before ns. T de-
sire to express my appreciation of the in-
sertion of this allocation of interest and
sinking fund.

Member: What page?

Mr, MeDOWALL: Between pages 18
and 19, This is a point T want to stress.
T am going to show that our railways have
not really paid anything into Consolidated
Revenne. They have apparently paid a
little, but when the aecounts are dissectad
the railways, pretty well for the past 10
years, have nof been of any real service to
the Consolidated Revenue of this State.

Hon. J. Mitchell interjected.
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Mr, McDOWALL: I am averaging it.
It will be seen from the Abstract that the
interest aceount this year is set down at
£556,843. According to the Statistical Ab-
stract there was a profit of £128,180 on
the railways. But if this statement of the
allocalion of sinking fund be referred to,
it will be seen that there is a sum of
£111,5610 1o be paid out of that £128,000.
There is more than that, and this is the
point I am driving at. A mistake is made
if one takes that as being correet, be-
#ause there are other railways in course
of construction, The money has been bor-
rowed for them, interest has {o be paid,
and sinking fund to be provided; so that
if one takes £22,625 off that, or nearly
£23,000, it will be found that the railway
revenue is practically non-existent.

My, Nairn: What year are you quoting,
18%9¢

Mr. MeDOWALL: 1914, I am giving
you now last year hecause I want to quote
from the public statements hefore the
House and not to enter into a long diseus-
sion upon figures which are not before the
House. If members will look at & report
published in the time of Sir Newton
Moore, and which was specially com-
mended by the hon. member for Canning
{Mr. Robinson), it will be found that in.
1910 the interest on railways is given as
£€387,315;  but if the proper allo-
cation he ftaken, this charge, in-
cluding railways in the course of
eonstruction. stauds at £416,859 as in-
terest and £110,541 as sinking fund.
and the profit made on the working of
the railways was £17,366. Those are the
facts of the case when we get right down
to bed-roek. But the ordinary mau with
no knowledge as {o sinking fund and mat-
ters of that kind. looking at the figures,
even if he takes into comsideration the
sinking fund, would arrive at the con-
closion that in 1910 the sinking fund
would be hooked as £110,541. and he
would deduct that from £153111, Teaving
a profit of £42.570 as against the €17,366
shown in the proper analysis of expendi-
ture of Sir Newton Moore's accounts,
That is the position T am arriving at, and
1 bave not in ihis table which T have
prepared. and whieh T shall presently



[# Fesruary, 1915.]

read to the Commitiee, taken into con-
sideration the extra interest. I am tak-
ing that into consideration in the argu-
men{ alone. Buf if these charges are pro-
perly entered up ageinst the railway sys-
tem of this State, then it is evident that
the railways have not paid for the last
ten years. Anyhow, it is useless talking
withont quoting, and T shall quote ex-
actly. The tabulated fgures which
I have prepared are as follows:—

Working Railways.

Profit os
P i Binking”
Year, Monthly | € | Proit. | Losa,
Absbract Fued,
Dee., 1914
30th June— £ £ & £
1005 . 22,744 | al3700 e 60,956
1908 BL,224 { 434,000 224
1807 12,602 | a 87,000 . 44,308
1908 128,009 87,802 40,207 .
1009 156,080 | 110,807 | b48u:8
1910 153,111 110,541 | 042,520
191t 224, M1 | 105, 19431
1912 101,474 105,285 8,811
1013 25, 108,8.0 . 84,4722
1914 128,160 | 111,510 16,650
Bal. | Not. Pro (it 71,621
1,067,163 | 9355121 285,168 | 265,168

a. Approzimate. 5. Profit Bir Newion Moore’s
Statements, 1009, £23,848; 1910, £17,366.

In 1905 the sinking fand was ap-
proximately £83,700. The profit was
shown as £22,744; but 1 have {o explain
that £79,000 was expended ouf of revenue
on charges which are usualty spread over
- a number of years. No doubt, thai was
a Labour year, and the Labour party
started well in endeavonring to spend out
of revenne the money required for mat-
ters of that deseription. However, there
was a loss for that year of £60,956 on the
total sinking fund, leaving out of con-
sideralion the lines under construction.
In the year 1806 (he sinking fund was
£34,000, and the profit was £224. For
1907 the sinking fund was £87,0600, and
the loss £44,308. In 1008 the sinking fund
was £87,202, and the profit £40,207. In
1909 the two amounts were £110,897 and
£46,083, respectively; or, really, aecord-
ing to Sir Newion Moore’s estimate, the
profit was £23,848. In 1910 there was, as
I stated a few moments ago, a profit of
£42570. In 191)1-—the great year in
which the Liberal Administration sae-
ceeded in reducing the deficit—ihe profit
was £119,434, In the following year,
1912, the sinking fund was £105,285,
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leaving a loss of £3,811; in 1913
£109,8300, leaving & loss of £34,472.
For 1914 it is £111,510, showing

a profit of £16,650, which, as I bave
already explained, completely disappears
when one takes into consideration the
inferest on the unopened lines, But all
this means is, profits of £265,168 with
losses of £193,547, or a net profit for the
period of ten years of £71,621, which
profit, as I bave already explained, would
be completely wiped out if the proper
charges against the railways were taken
into consideration. I trust, therefore, my
friends realise that the railways of this
Stale have not paid. Even putting the
railways on their very best footing, taking
only interest and sinking fund on the lines
whiech have actually been handed over
to the Commissioner of Railways, there is
a profit for ten years of only £71,000 odd.
And yet we hear the agricultural mem-
bers over and over again telling us that
we must reduce freights, {hat we must
meet the agrienlturist in every possibie
way. 1 desire to repeat, as I bave already
said, that in the présent exiraordinary
state of public and commereial affairs it
is necessary, even essential, that the farm-
ing industry should be fostered to the ut-
most possible extent; but I do say also
that the fetish of agriculture is being wor-
shipped altogether too much in Western
Australia. Some three or four years ago
m speaking in this Chamber, I fell foul
of some remarks made by Sir Walter
James in the course of an eleetion speech
at Beverley. On that oceasion Sir Wal-
ter James said that there were three

areat industries, mining, farming, and
timber. T eriticised his remarks as fol-
lows :—-

It was declared by Sir Walter James
that the life of the timber industry was,
unhappily, short; and mining, be ve-
gretted to say, was showing signs of
ghrinking. The agricultural industry,
however, was growing and expanding.
Agriculture lay at the root of the
State’s prosperity, and mineral devel-
opment was no good unless it helped to
settle the lands of the State.
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‘This is the point to which I wish to call
attention particularly—

Mineral development was no good
unless it helped to settle the lands of
the State. If that is not agriculture
i mad, T should Jike to know whaf it
is. The goldfields are no goud except
they tend towards the settlement of the
agricultural lands of the State,

Mr. Griffiths: Is that not the bistory
of all eountries?

Mr. MeDOWALL: [ do not know the
history of all countries, but Lhe history
of the world proves that no first rank
nation has ever been raised 'on a purely
agricultural basis. There is a statement
direct and emphatic. The nearest ap-
proach to a front rank nation based
purely on agriculture is undoubtedly
France, and about 50 per cent. of the
population of France are engaged in
agriculture, but it is agriculture in the
shape of gardens more than any other
form.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister}: The mining industry is very
handy to Western Australia to-day.

Mr. MeDOWALL: Yes. Everybody
udmits that now. [ admitted it while the
Honorary Minister was outside the Cham-
ber. I.et us glance at the figures: of the
agricultural industry and timber. Tura-
ing to Budget sheet No. 9, hon, members

will find that timber exported represents -

£1,142.230, and wool exported £907,363,
while 13,331,350 bushels of wheat were
esporled. T do not intend to say that
the whole of the value of the wheat pro-
duced is represeuted by the value of the
wheat exported, but I do say that when
comparing these figures with the results
of the goldfields, we may realise how
small a factor, relatively, agrienlture has
heen in the development of the welfare
of this State up to the present time. And
agriculture has been in existenee in Vest-
ern Australia probably since 1329, and
certainly since 1836. Again referring to
Budget sheet No. 9, hon. members will
see that the exports last year totalled
£10,415,095, ar, excluding gold,
£3,429,951, leaving £4,985,141, or approxi-
mately 43 per cent. of all tbe exports uf
this State, for gold. When hon. mem-
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bers realise that 1 have been siiting here
for the last two months listening to
speech after speech from the Opposition
side of the House, they will undersiand
that I began to feel that there was wo
such place as the goldfields in Western
Australia at all. Notwithstanding one
hears all the talk about agrieulture,
as sson as a little tooney is to
be expended on the development of
the goldfields, on fostering them and
giving them some encouragement, it
may be realised, in view of the
figures I have guoted, that the goldfields
deserve a great deal more. If hon. mem-
bers bear in mind that the goldfields of
this State have produced £120,117,88%
worth of gold, and have paid £25,088,465
in dividends, they must acknowledge what
a magnificent asset the goldfields are to
the State. All this is admitted, no doubt,
but I am speaking on the present ocea-
sion, not because it is not admitied, but
because I desire not to allow certain mem-
bers to forget that we bave goldfields in
Western Australia. Next let us look for
a moment at the money lavished on agri-
culture, Let bon. members refer to Bud-
get sheet No. 8, and they will see that
there has been expended on the develop-
ment of the goldfields, during the last
three years, £92,345 in 1911-12, £78,143
in 1912-13, and £50,659 in 1913-14.

Hon, J. Mitchell: Look up the loan ex-
penditure as well.

Mr. MeDOWALL: It is loan expendi-
ture T am looking at. Now let us see
the figures referring to agriculture, just
below. For 1911-12 they are £362,406,
for 1912.13 £155,432, and for 1913-i1
they are £156,752. The difference, it will
be seen, is vast, But there is more yet.
There is immigration in connection with
the agrieultural industry, Then there is
working ecapital for the Agricaltural
Bank, £506,638. All these matters relate
to the development and the fostering of
the agricultural industry.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The farmer pays
interest on all that, though.

Mr, MeDOWALL: The farmer does not
pay inierest on ail this expenditure. The
people of the State, out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue, pay interest on many of
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these items. Many of them ~are pot
booked to the farmer as investents; and
1 am surprised to find an ex-Minister of
the Crown, and one so thoroughly con-
versant with the faets, attempting lo
throw dust in the eyes of the Com-
mittee in that fashion, Next, let
hon. members turn to Bundget sheet
No. 7, which refers to money out
of loan, money expended on the develop-
ment of agriculture. Inlerest is charged
on the loans, of course, and the result is
that the State as a whole has to pay the
interest,  Development of goldfields
and mineral resources is debited with
£1,248,321, and development of agricul-
tore with £3,020,278 and immigration
with £55,064. And so it goes on, right
along the line, money being lavished on
the fostering of the agricultural indus-
try. I do not say that the money will
never come back, or that the expenditure
has not been beneficial to a certain ex-
fent; but I do desire to point out that
the present state of this country’s fin-
ances is due largely to the immense
amolnts of money whiech have been ex-
pended on agricultural railways, and up-
on which consequently interest and
sinking fund have to be paid, and also
to the amounnts which have been lavished
on other ems pertaining to agriculture,
Practically, the whole of the attention
of Parlizment has been, devoted to
agriculture for the last few years,
and it is for that reason we are
in our present finaneial position.
When it is seen that the whole of the
community pays a land tax of only
£42,000, which amount, moreover, is de-
rived principally from City lands, it
must be recognised that the State is not
getting a fair deal from the man on the
lard. That is what [ have risen to say
on the present occasion, and I do trust
that it will be realised, and that we shall
hear less of this talk about the agrieunl-
tural industry being the backbone of the
State in every respect.

Hon. J. Mitchell: So it is.

Mr. McDOWALL: I should like to
know where we would be just now, were
it not for the goldfields. Unguestionably
the ery of the farmers calls to mind a
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certain cartoon of the Bulletin, A
gentleman shaven in the orthodox wow-
ser fashion was reading to a erowd of
youngsters, all listening to him intently;
and he read from the sacred word that
it rained for 40 days and 40 nights. Then
one little fellow jumped up and asked,
“ Mister, were the cockies satisfied
then?’’ That is the way of it with the
farmers. They are never satisfied, no
matter what may be done for them,
I explained a few minutes ago that no
first-elass country is & purely agricul-
tural country. What I fear in this state
is that this agricultural business is go-
ing to rnn us to sueh extent that we will
be neglecting the goldfields and the in-
dustrial institutions and will simply prow
wheat and be hewers of wood and draw-
ers of water, like the cheap countries of
Asia, in order to supply the English mar-
ket. We sihounid develop more indus-
tries in the State, Nothing has been done
in this country for years past exeept in
regard to agriculture. T will defy anyone
to say that anything but agriculture has
been seriously considered for some years
past.  According to Pitman’s Commer-
cial Emcyclopaedia, Germany, in the
census of 1505, had a population of
60,641,278,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: YWhat will she
have after the war?

Mr. MeDOWALL: That is not pertin-
ent to the question; the hon. member
ought te be a little more dignified. Gey-
many has engaged in agriculture, 9,732,
472 persons and in mining 11,256,254,
Bven in Germany we find that mining
takes a superior place to agrienltvre.
Dawn to the middle of last century Ger-
many was an agrienltural comey. Tt is
a pity it did not remain so, for if it had
it would have been so poor and weak, se
much of a hewer of wood and drawer
of water for the richer countries of Eu-
rope, that it could not have gone to war
at all. Now Lhere are more people in Ger-
many engaged in industrial oecupations
than in any other, while large numbers
are engaged in trade and eommerce, That
is what bas made the wealth of Germany,
what has made Germany the nation it is
to-day. That is what makes America the
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nation it and what has made Great
Drilain the most splendidly financial
rountry in the world. Agriculture is still
very important, however, Now let me
give you this other extract—
Commerce.—The change of the con-
dition of Germany from an almost
purely agricaltural Staie to oune pre-
dominantly industrial has led to the
trade with other countries closely re-
sembling ihose of Britain, namely, the
imports are largely food and raw ma-
terial and the exports chiefly manunfae-
lored goods.?’
Again I repeat that this State can never
be a great couniry unless we foster every
industry, and my remarks {o-night
are intended to direct attention te the
necessify for introdneing some check on
fhe fostering of one industry at the ex-
pense of all the others. China is purely
an agricultural country.  Agrieulture
there is as great a fetish as we are mak-
ing of it here. The farmer is looked up
to by all. The members of the Opposi-
tion here want us to bow down and wor-
ship the farmers.

Mr. Nairn: .And von want ns to how
down and worship ihe golden calf.

Mr. MeDOWALL: No, but to give it
a little consideration. Now, take our
exports. We have exported tin to the
aggregate valne of £1,164,543,

Mr, Wiilmott: Greenbushes alone has
sent over £300,000 worth.

Mr, McDOWALL: You will find my
figures are absolutely correct. I cannot
understand the interjection.  Green-
bushes may have sent away nearly the
whole of the £1,164,543.

AMr. Mitchell: Why did the goldfields
fall off last year?

Mr, McDOWALL: There was a slight
falling off last year, but it was infini~
tesimal. It will be a sorry day for the
State when the goldfields fall off to any
material degree. But to continue ihese
exports: We have exported timber to the
value of £13,983,042; hides and skins,
£2,904,533; sandalwood, £2,443,241; mal-
let bark, £863.429; and wheat, £3,201,337.
Sinee the inauguraiion of the State in

1829 right up to the 11th month of last

vear we have not exported from all other
sonrees as much as our goldfields have
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done in any one year during the last 20
years. T do not pretend to claim that the
amount of wheat exported is the value
of it, but T would remind hon. members
that althongh they may have fed us with
wheat we have still to take into consider-
ation that the butter and baeon and ham
and things of that kind imported into
the State far exceed the value of the
wheat used in the State. My friend in-
terjects, “Open up the South-West.” I
am with him in that. T say, open up
every part of the country. I only hope
to see the day when the holders of un-
used land along existing railways will be
so taxed as to be compelled to make
uge of their property. If this were done
we would save the construction of rail-
ways into new country, the capital ex-
penditure, and the interest and sinking
fund thereon, which is the bughear of
the State at the presnt time. Buf to re-
(urn: we have exported flour to the value
of £730,327, and pearls and pearl-shell
to the value of £6,078939. Then
there is wool, £18,386,225, and we have
a total of £49,845,666. This represents
nearly the total products of the State
since its inaugoration. There may have
heen half a million for horses and a few
other little things, but I have given prac-
tically the total trade of the couniry
since 1820. And when we compare that
amount of less than 50 millions with the
mining figures—whieh show that mining
has produced 120 millions and paid in
dividends 25 millions—it must be real-
ised that the mining indusiry should be
fostered in every possible way. The
member for Canning (Mr. Robinson)
when speaking on the Address-in-reply
said :
. In the year 1910, as reported in the
Parliamentary Debates, Vol. 38, page
1155, a deiniled statement of the
various departments was presented by
the then Treasuorer .. . . . in faect this
schedule which I have before me pow
supplies what T eall a profit and loss
account.
And again—
Every business man knows that with-
onk analytieal ecomparisons of his busi.
ness and accounts it is impossible to
suecessfully manage his business,
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This was the initial effort of the lon.
member in this Chamber. He delivers a
fecture almost hefore he has felt his feet,
and he grows quite patronising. We are
all likely to make mistakes, Buot he re-
terns to the charge on the Fstimates.
[ interjected at the time that the state-
ment he alluded to was really not a pro-
fit and loss statement, but simply an
analysis of eash, and would not carry out
the purpose be desired. But notwith-
standing this, on the 28th January he
returned with this further advice—

T have suggested that the Premier
should eontinue that fine institution
initiated by Sir Newton Moore, namely
the submission of a balance sheet
practically of each department, a long
schedule containing the profit and loss
of each one. A member is then able
te run his eye over it and say “That
department is not paying.”’

The statement allnded to is simply an
analysis, Tt is not an accountant’s sehed-
ule of profit and loss, nor a statement to
be presented to the House in eonnection
wifh our trading eoncerns. There would
be a howl of derision if we came
slong with this analysis of eash and pre-
tended thai it showed the position of any
trading coneern, Members of the Op-
position would laugh at it. 1t is simply
what it purports to be. The hon. mem-
ber gave us advice and retnrned to it.
He did nof really know that he was only
talking about a cash statement instead
of a complete statement,

Mr. Robinson: That deals with the de-
partments then in existence, and not with
any trading concerns at all.

Mr. McDOWALL: The hon. member
argued that if the trading eoncerns had
been in existence——

Mr. Robinson: No. I want thai sys-
tem followed in connection with all the
fepartmental coneerns, and in econneetion
with trading concerns a complete profit
and loss aceount and balance sheet.

Mr. MeDOWALL: The hon, member’s
statement was as I have given it,

Mr. Robinson: Then you did not hear
my statement,

Mr. MeDOWALL: I admit that the
printed statement was an eseellent one,
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and if similar statements were still pre-
pared a lot of bother would be saved.
bot stil] that statement was not what
the hon. member led us to believe it was.
if it had shown nothing more than the
true interest and sinking fund and profiy
on the railways. it would bave heen worth
the labour involved in preparing if, and
] am astonished that it has been discon-
tinned. Why was it discontinued? The
leader of the Opposition mighi have
given us information on the point.
This doeument was issued in 1909 and
1910, but in 1911 when the Liberal
party succeeded in wiping out the de-
ficit, and when the present leader of the
Qpposition was Treasurer, the statement
was disconfinued. I would like to know
the reason why. The new statement in
the Estimates, however, makes up for it,
and gives us the requisite information.

Mr, Robinson: T drew attention to that
very matter myself,

Mr, MeDOWALL: It strueck wme that
the hon. member was patronising us as
a lot of dolts who eould not make up
figures.

Mr, Nairn: They ean make up figures,
but they do not.

Mr, MeDOWALL: I think the Gov-
erniuent do. There has been a great howl
about the fact that the revenue now
totals  £5,200,000 eompared with
£3,850,000 in the last vear of the Wilson
Administration,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Is not that so?

Mr. MeDOWALL: Certainly, but
when members set out to deal with
figures we do not expeet them to ialk
nonsense, The magnitude of the figures
is of no consequence. If I am turning
over £1,000 a year and making £500
profit I am better off than I would be if
L were turning over £2,000 and making
only £200 profit. That is the position
in regard {o the revenue of the State.
But members have drivelled about the
constantly inecreasing revenue as if that
were a matter of all importance, Judg-
ing from the remarks of some members
one wounld think that the money had been
thrown away.

Mr. Robinson:
away.

You throw lots of it
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Mr, McDOWALL: It would take too
long to analyse the whole of the state-
ment showing how the revenne from
licenses has inecreased by £68,310 and the
revenune of the railways by £406,372.
Thus the increases have progressed, but
there is lhe expenditure for working
costs to be considered on the other side.
The table I have prepared shows the
whole position completely, It shows bow
the money has bheen spent and it indi-
cates the new works. The amount spent
on framways is shown as £116,736, on
State implement works £43,3835, on
State hotels, which last vear were in-
cluded in miscellarieous services, £36,562,
on State steamers £77,561 and on State
ferries £23,649. 1 could give details of
the expeunditure, but what I wish to em-
phasise is that the increased revenne is a
matter of no importance. The railway
revenue was bound to increase, but the
working expenses have also increased and
mteresi and sinking fund have advanced
on account of extra construction. There
is no point in arguing about the magni-
tude of this increase of revenue unless
one analyses the figures and indieates the
essential features of expendiiure on the
other side, At the time of the last elec-
tion, there was a tremendons uproar both
in Parliament and outside about the staie
of the rolls. 'The leader of the Opposi-
tion was virtuous in his indignation re-
garding the inflalion of the rolls, In an-
other place it was diseussed to the utmost
limit. Ouiside of Parliament it was
magnified and we were declared to be
a disgraceful lot who were inflating the
rolls in order to get votes for our party.
The leader of the Opposition in an in-
terview made use of the following
words—

“By the way, has the Attorney Gen-
eral explained that roll business yet?
Tve been away and don't know.?” The
general verdict is that he hasnt. “Of
course he ean’t. How can he explain
away the fact that there are 23,000
more voters on the rolls than there are
adults in the State? TIit’s the hottest
thing T've ever heard of in roll-
making. T thought he was in a cornér
about it when he resorted to abuse in
replying to Mr. Colebatch. He blew
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off a lot of froth, but there was no-

thing in the shape of refutation. I

consider it an awfnl seandal that the

integrity of the rolls should be endan-
gered in this way. I can’t recall any-
thing like it in the bistory of the
ballot in Australia, and the Govern-

ment has put up a precedent that I

hope will never be followed.”

Mr. Griffiths: It was without doubt
a horrible roll,

Mr. MeDOWALL: I admit that, but it
is not the first time in the history of the
State that it has oecurred, I would draw
the hon. member’s attention to the rolls
of 1004,

Mr. Smith: You are digging up the
graveyards all right.

The Minister for Mines: The leader
of the Opposition said there had never
heen anything like it.

Mr. MecDOWALL: The hon. member
said it had never occurred before in Aus-
tralia. Any stick was good enough with
which to beat the Labour party, but when
I now attempt to show that thongh two
wrongs do not make a right, this was not
ihe only oceasion on which such a thing
occurred—the other oecasion having been
when the Liberal Government were in
power—the member for North Perth
fwits me with digging up graveyards. I
have certainly done so this evening, but
it was necessary, and I trust the hon.
member will profit by it. The statements
I have made were accurate and certainly
it was essential that they should be made,
Tle population in 1904 was 235,365, and
on the 30th June there were 163,820 per-
sons enrolled. If the hon, member will
lock up part 12 of the Statistical Register
for 1911 he will be able to obtain all fhe
figures. To quote them now would oe-
cupy too much time. The faet remains
that when the population of the State
was 235,000 or nearly 100,000 iess than
it is to-day, there were 163,820 pames on
the roll,

Mr. Griffiths: Were not there more
names on the roll last year than there
were adults in the State

Mr. MeDOWALL: Yes.

Mr. Allen: Two wrongs do not make
a right.
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Mr. MceDOWALL: I have with pain-
ful reiteration asserted that, but if two
wrongs do not make a right it is as well
to dissipate the statements circulated dur-
ing the last election that the rolls were
inflated by us, and that such a thing had
never been done by any one else.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Who was in power
in 1904% |

Mr. McDOWALL: Sir Walter James
was Premier. On the 30th September,
1905, when the population had inereased
to 250,294 there were only 121,722 per-
sons on the roll.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: But in 1904
plural veting was in foree,

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. MeDOWALL: It was not.

Hoen, J. D. Connolly: What part of
1804 are you referring to?

Mr. Mc¢DOWALL: There was an
election in June, 1904, and the Labour
party were returned in very strong num-
bers, There was then a famous shuffle
of seats with Mr. Rason. Mr. Rason got
a dissolution and on the 27th October,
1905, when the dissolution election took
place, there were only 121,722 persons
on the roll. If the former roll was not
inflated what could be said of it? The
population had inereased by 14,000 and
the roll was 42,000 less thar in the pre-
vipus year.

Hon. J. D. Comnolly:
made the difference,

Mr. MeDOWALL:
plural voting in 1905,

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Between 1904
and 1905 there was.

Mr, McDOWALL: Apart from that,
what was the cause of the inflation of
the rolls at the last election? It was due
to the care exercised not to disfranchise
any elector. In consequence of lifting
pames from the Federal roll duplieations
occurred, but these duplications did not
make any difference to the voting strength
I do not know why hon. members should
take this so unkindly. I am only serving
back a little of what they bave given us,
and a little of what we have put up with
during the last election, In 1904, 6914
per cent. of the population was enrolled.
In 1914, taking our population at 325,000,

Plural voting

There was no
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65 per cent. of our population was en-
rolled. - Consequently, there was a greater
enrolment in proportion to the popula-
tion than there was in 1914,

Hon. J. Connolly: What are you guot-
ing from? ‘

Mr, MeDOWALL: I am endeavouring
to tell the hon. member. The Statistical
Register I am quoting from is for 1911,
Part 12, page 23.

Hon. J. D. Connelly: It is the 1904
figures I am speaking of.

My, MeDOWALL: I tell you that 1
would not guote from this paper because
it is too troublesome, but in order that
the hon, member may see it, I will quote
the paper, .

Hon. J. D. Connolly: What are you
quoting from for the 1904 figures?

Mr. MeDOWALL: I am quoting from
the Statistical Register for 1911, Part 12,
page 23. That Register gives the roll for
1904, 1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910,
and 1911. I hope the hon. member un-
derstands that. Having satisfactorily
answered that question I will proesed.
The population of the State according
to the census of 31st Mareh, 1801, was
119,705 and on 30th June, 1905, it was
235,365, and the population on 3lst
March, 1901, was 181,124, showing an in-
crease for the period of 51,241, On the
basis of the calenlations of the Registrar
General we have a position something
like this: that after allowing 60 per cent.
of this increase of population and de-
dueting three and two-thirds per cent.
for foreigners, ete., not gualified to vote,
there were 163,826 persons on the rol],
or 23,710 more aduits on the roll than
there were adults in the State.

Mr, Griffitbs: In my electorate in one
distriet there were 351 more persons on
the rol! than there ought to have been.

Mr, MeDOWALL: I wish to point out~-

Mr, Allen: What is the point?

Member: How will this reduce the de-
ficit or affect the Staie?

Mr. MeDOWALL: How will it affect
the State? It is not going to affeet the
financial position of the State in any way
whatever, but it is going to show the peo-
ple of the State, who have been constantly
talking about this matter, that it is just
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as well for the Liberal party lo take the
beam out of their eye before putting it
into ours,

Mr. Allen: Who do you think will read
all this?

Mr, MeDOWALL: I do not think the
hon, member for West Perth will read it,

Mr. Allen: I certainly will not.

Mr. MeDOWALL: I am honestly of
opinion that the hon, member has not suffi-
cient application to put bimself to any-
thing that is of importance or for the
country’s good, The hon, member will
come along here and rattle off parret-
like something that has been given to him
io say. When he has done tbat he thinks
he has done his duty to ihe State, and
when I, and others who are endeavouring
to bring forward something that is of real
interest to the State, he becomes insulting
in his interjeetions, If he wishes to come
out on top he had belter leave me salone.
1 will give back a great deal more than
the hon. member sends if he tries too
much of this game on me.

Mr, Allen: That does nol answer my
question.

Mr. M¢DOWALL: Is the hon. mem-
ber’s question worthy of an answer? TIs
it worthy of the marvellous brain power
that appears to lie at the back of the head
of the bon. member. 1 am never insult-
ing unless anybody insults me. The mo-
ment people become insulting ta me I be-
come insulting to them., 1 venture to say
that hon. members who have sat here with
me for the last seven years will say that
in debate I have always treated them pro-
perly, and that T have not descended to
petty persopalities unless someone has
interfered with me, as the hon, member
for West Perth has done.

Mr. Nairn: You were pretty hard on
me,

Mr, MeDOWALL: T was not insulting.
I endeavouared to show that the hon. mem-
ber was making a mistake in connection
with his railway figures, and I say he was.
To go back to where I was before this
erossfire oceurred—and I do not mind it,
in fact, I rather like it—I will now refer
to the particular points I desired to make.
I have indeed allowed myself fuller sway
tban I had intended. My friends on the
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other side must not think that the sun
rises and sets only in the agricoltural
areas, but wmust believe that there are
greai goldfields in the State that reguire
developing; that the secondary industries
should he encouraged and fostered in
every way; thal there is a great area in
the South-West, which is fertile enougl
and vast enough to contain the State of
Vietoria, to be developed, too, that cur
copper and coal reserves should be de-
veloped, and that if we are going
to improve the country all our indus-
tries, which are so inter-dependent,
should be attended to, for if they are neg-
lected and if they are not fostered, we
are sure to feel the effects sooner or later.
I hope T have drawn the attention of the
House to the fact that we have one of
the finest goldfields in the world in West-
ern Australia and that it must not be neg-
lected, and that a little fostering will en-
rieh it and make it even greater than it is
al present. In this vast country of nearly
& million square miles it is absurd to say
that all the pold in the State is in the
Golden Mile or even in Coolgardie. It is
in other parts of the State &s well, and
there is every ehance of finding it. Some
zald may be found even in the Leonora
constitueney. There are ample oppor-
tunities by a litlle expenditure of money
of developing the mining industry, so that
it will steady this country in times of ad-
versity and will help to make the State
more prosperous, as it did in the years
1892, 1904, and upwards to 1915. Having
expressed myself in this fashion I hope
{hat hon. members will not think that I
have been too severe on their industries,
or that 1 do not believe in other indusiries
in the Siaie, besides the gold-mining in-
dostry, 1f | did snegeed in impressing
them to that extent I am satisfied.

My, HARRISON (Avoun) [1040]: In
speaking on the Estimates I, as a new

member of the House, may possibly
stray a little, and T trust that
vou, Mr. Chairman, wili bear with

me. The member for Coolgardie (Mr.
McDowall) was eloguent on the item
of pold production, but he erred in
seeking o represent the Country party
as being in favour of ome industry, and
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one indnstry only. I wish to remind the
hon. memher that the Country party
stand for primary produetion in all dir-
ections. Gold as a primary product is
first on the list of Western Australia.
For last year we have a gold return of
1,232,977 fine ounces, whick T am given
to understand represents a total value of
nearly £5,000,000. As regards the agri-
cultaral industry, the last bas been the
worst season Western Ausiralia has
known, and the figures given represent an
average of 214 bushels to the aere. [T
guestion, however, if even that average
would be realised. The year before last
our export of wheat amounted to
13,000,000 hushels. If that average had
been maintained this year and the ‘mean
price of 5s. per bushel for wheat had been
realised, it would have meant that the
export of wheat would represent over
£3,000,000 of money. Moreover, the agvi-
cultural industry will be of more and more
“value to the State as the years go hby.
The Western Australian agrienliural in-
dustry is at present veally in its develop-
mental stage. A onumber of agricultural
railways have recently heen built; and.
as the production of the districts which
they serve inereases, the traffic from the
agricultural lines will raise the railway
revenue to a very different position
from that in whieh it s to-day. A
zood deal has beeh said ahout the de-
ficit, and the dimensions to which it has
aitained. A good deal of ceriticism has
heen directed towards that deficit from all
sides of the House, What are we to do?
The main object of every member of the
House should be to reduce the defieit, and
in my opinion there is only one way to o
it. T think that one way is to increase
produetion, That will meet the case, and
therefore 1 wish to see production in-
creased from everv possible source, from
the soldfields and from every other in-
dustry, and from every walk of life.
Barriers hemming produgtion are had for
the State. Any secondary enterprise
which will promote production is of ad-
vantage to the community. A good deal
has been laid to the charge of the agri-
enlturist as being maibly responsible for
the incressed deficit. The amount ont-
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standing for rents is £210,000; Agricul-
tural Bank arrears represent £70,000
and water supply arrears £15,000; mak-
ing in round figures a total of £300,000.
Other amounts raise the grand total
chargeable against the agriculturist to

£400,000. Those amounts are placed
io the debit of the farmer, and if
we have a decent season we shall

be able to wipe off those amounts
and reduce the deficit to that extent. The
amounts T refer to do not, bowever, repre-
sent gifts to the farmer. The Government,
in view of climatic conditions, have come
to the assistance of the farmer; and we
ave very glad that {he Government have
adopted that course. I trust that another
plaee will not be long in dealing with the
last Bill sent up, and that we shall soon
be able to overcome the trouble, becaunse
seed time is ¢lose upon us and if we miss
(he seed time it will be of serious moment
to the State. We must get to work at
once, s0 that the largest possible area may
be put under erop; the larger the area,
ihe heiter it will be for the people of
Western Ausfralia generally, Mr, Speaker
very lueirlly pointed out that the State
trading cone¢zrns could not he looked
upon as being the sole source of the
increased deficit. I propose to speak of
oue trading eoncern of which T claim to
know something. In connection with that
concern we have the expenditure for the
Jast finaneial year and also the revenne
for that year, I refer to the State imple-
ment works. If that were a coneern car-
ried on by private enterprise, it would
bring into its balanee sheets not only the
amounts shown in the return for revenne
but also the amounts for machinery out-
standing and the moneys not yet eollected.
All the bills doe and payable would be
shown, and all the stock in hand. Far-
ther, the value of patterns would be
shown, Tn an engipeering works, aod
especially in aae newly established, pai-
lerns represent a very large amount as
compared with the cost of the first im-
plements made to those patterns. A pri-
vate coneern would show all those assets,
and if that had been done in the ease of
the implement works the position would
have appeared very differently. Again,
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the implement works is not only making
agrieultural machinery, but is supplying
the Fremantle Harbour Trust and other
Government departments with various
requirements. I should like to see
a certain amount of money placed
to the veredit of all trading con-
cerns, and I think that might be done
mn the same manner as limited liability
companies sef aside a certain amount of
eapital to make calls upon ii, as required,
for development, for building premises,
and so forth. If a certain amount of
capital were allocated to each of the State
trading enterprises, to be called upon as
iteeded, those concerns wonld be able to
produce balance sheets exactly on the lines
of private enterprise, and we would af
once see from those balance sheets ex-
actly how they stood. The result would
be information very different from that
which appears on the Estimates, The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. McDowall)
referred to the position agriculture oceu-
pies as against gold mining. I wish to
remind the hon. member that no industry
suffers more than the agricultural fn-
dustry does from adverse climatic condi-
tions. f mining were affected in the
same way as agriculinure by unfavourable
climatie eonditions, the returns from the
goldfields would be very much less than
shown for last year. Fortunately, how-
ever, climate makes eonly the smallest
difference to mining. True, a good season
gives water, and so enables prospectors
to travel outlying districts, If to-day we
can assist the prospector to go out into
virgin eountry and so bring other mines
into production, it will be one of the best
means that can possibly be adopted for
reducing the defieit.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: But you will not
let the prospector join your association;
he eannot get full membership of your
association. .

Mr. HARRISON:
matter.

Mr.Willmott: Can any man join the
Timber Workers’ Union if he wanis to%

The Minister for Works: We will Jet
any man join the Labour party.

That does not
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Mr. HARRISON: With regard to the
finances, to me it is not a matter of much
consequence what has happened in the
past, exeepi in so far as the past affords
a guide for the future, If collectively we
can reduce the deficit and increase the
prosperity of the country, it is our bhoun-
den duty to do so. We gre placed here
to-day in conditions never previously ex-
perienced. The past season has been the
worst the State has ever known. The war
will make it more difficult than ever be-
fore to raise loans: and if we ean pro-
duce £3,000,000 from the soil, from the
mines, and from the timber industry,
that will be as good to us as £5,000,000
of borrowed money. Moreover,, the
£5,000,000 would carry interest angd sink-
ing fund and weuld have to be redeemed.
As we have an ex-treasurer as leader of
the Opposition and an ex-treasurer as
leader of the Country party, I trust that
they with the Premier will do as it was
stated at the opening of Parliament they
would endeavour to do, namely, their ut-
most to raise the State to a sound finan-
cral position. T hope also that durine the
period of depression, when all the de-
partments are likely to be comparatively
slack except those which will be adminis-
tering the legislation whieh we have al-
ready passed to assist the agrienltural
industry, an attempt will be made to
wmodernise those departments. 1 am
against the appointment of a great num-
bar of roval commissions, but if it needs
the appointment of a royal commission
to bring our departments up to date, then
T shall be in favour of appointing one.
With regard to the implement works my
experience of engineering enables me to
say whether the employees are working
on the mark-time system or whether they
are working honestly, and on the oecasion
of a recent visit to the Sfate works it is
only fair to say that T found evervthing
as it should be. T sincerely trust that
hefore long the State will again be raised
to a sonnd financial position and in spite
of the war in Europe, Australia, by prim-
ary development will become one of the
leading nations of the world.

Progress reported,
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BILL—-CONTROL OF TRADE IX
WAR TIME AMENDMERNT.
(louncil’s Message.

Bill returned from the Legislaiive
Council with an amendment, which was
tow considered.

In Commiltee,

Mr. MceDowall in the Chair, the Pre-
mier in charge of the Bill.

The PREMIER: The amendment pro-
posed by the Legislative Council is that
a new clause be added to the Bill to stand
as Claunse 5 as follows ;—“Section 3 of the
principal Act is amended by adding the
words, ‘and shall eontinue in force until
30th September, 1915." As Parliament
will meet again before that date, we
might aveept the amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council’'s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adop-
ted, and a Message accordingly returned
to the Couneil.

BILL—BLACKBOY AND ZAMIA
PALM LICENSE.
Retnrned from the Legislative Council
without amendment,
House adjourned al 10.58 p.m.

Degislative (Ionnc(l
Wednesday, 10th February, 1915.
PiOE
Questlons : Railwny Department and Customs
Dutles, State S3awmills and State Brickworks 1381
Bills : Industries Assistance, Conpeil’s pressed
e 1%

Lunacy Act Améﬁdmcnt Assembly ) Measnge
leclgjnes Regulation Act Amendment, 2n

State Children Act Amendment or.
Vermin Boards Act Amendmenf, Com.
Dividepd Duties Act Amendment., Com. .. 1377

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION — RAILWAY DEPART-
MENTS AND CUSTOMS DUTIES.
Hon. A. SANDERSON asked the Col-

onial Secretary: What is the total

amount of eash paid by the Western Aus-

{ralian Government Railway Department

to the Federal Customs from 1st January,

1901, o 31st Jabunary, 19147
The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-

plied: £306,847 0s. 8d.
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QUESTION—STATE SAWMILLS AND
STATE BRICKWORKS, EXPEN-
DITURE.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colomal Heertary: 1, Of the sym of
£281,903 appearing in the Revenue and
Expenditure returns for the six months
ended 31st December, 1914, as expendi-
ture on “Publiec Works and Buildings,”
what amount represents the expenditure
on (a) State sawmills, (b) State brick-
works? 2, Of the sum of £38,794 appear-
ing on the Revenue and Expenditure re-
turns for the month of Janaary, 1915,
as expenditure on ‘Public Works and
Buildings,” what amount represents the
expenditure on (a) State sawmills, (b)
State brickworks?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Expenditure on sawmills to
31st December, 1914, £162,191; expendi-
ture oo brickworks to 31st December,
1914, £387. 2, Expenditure on sawmills
for January, 1915, £39,774; expenditure
on brickworks for January, 1015, £55.

BILL — INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE,
Assembly’s Message.

Consideration resumed from the pre-
vious day of the Message from the Assem-
bly notifying that it had agreed to make
amendments Nos. 5 and 7, requested by
the Council, bad agreed to make amend-
ment No. 10 subjest to a modification, but
had declined to make amendments Nos, 1
to 4, 6, 8§, 9, and 11, now considered.

In Commitiee.

Hon. W, ngsmlll in the Cha.lr, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

No. 2—Clause 9, strike cut para-
graph (e):

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move—

That the amendment be not pressed.
The object of the measure is to place the
relief to farmers on business lines, and to
end the entirely free and easy method
adopted in the past, Henee, this is regar-
ded by the Government as a vital pro-
vision of the Bill. During the las} three
years the Lands Depariment have been
practically over-riding Section 36 of the
Lands Aet, 1898, which requires forfeit-
ure for non-payment of rent within 90



